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INTRODUCTION

Several years ago I wrote a book on prayer and before
publication took the manuscript for revision to a very senior
teacher of the Word. His first words to me were ‘why should
we pray, after all God knows what we need even before we
ask Him?’ Matthew 6.8 He knew the answer but did I. I found
it very interesting, that here was a man of prayer, wanting to
know from me if I knew the true meaning of prayer. I
understood then that our understanding of prayer is a
continuous one. The more quality time we spend with the
Lord, the more is revealed. Prayer is God speaking to us. This
is the fundamental principle of prayer. He knows it all and
perfectly so! He is Perfect! This is the make - up of prayer.
Prayer is God relating to us, what is already Heavenly
determined. This does not infer in any way that man speaking
to God is not prayer but simply prioritizes Heaven to earth
Praying! In other words praying for that which is already in
the Mind of God. 
Relating to Gods’ purpose here on earth is the key.  Are we
able to relate to Him? No person may or can relate to God
unless led by His Holy Spirit. Many of us have missed this very
important principle of prayer. God is spirit! The Spirit enables
us to relate to God. He is the One who brings conviction and
helps lead us to God. His Spirit leads us into all manner of
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prayer. This does not mean that all manner of prayer is Spirit
led.  If there is no help from the Holy Spirit then all our
prayers are in vain. Is it not why we feel so little guilt or even
any conviction when we have not prayed? 
Jesus mentioned the manner of prayer in Matthew 6.8.This
was to be the backdrop of what was to come. It was a
revelation of how we were to pray. Jesus was reminding the
disciples that though God is omniscient and know all things,
we who His here on earth must desire the same in His heart.
This prayer was to unite us to the heart of Him who created
us. Prayer even then sufficed a lot among ourselves and our
needs and really very little praise to Him. This manner of
prayer introduced by Jesus brings to the disciples revealed
what was important to God. The truth is that closer study of
this manner of prayer revealed many facets of the natural
and the supernatural. God helps us understand who He is 
(Our Father), The manner we are to come to Him and our
reverence for Him (Hallowed be thy Name), His Kingdome
come amidst so much sin (Thy Kingdom come), His Will to be
done (Thy Will be done), Where? (Here on earth…in our
hearts), Provision ( Give is our daily bread), Daily forgiveness
for our present day sins against God and man (Forgive us
our trespasses), Daily forgiveness for those who hurt us or
sin against us  (As we forgive those who trespass against us), 
Daily request to keep us away from being tempted in a
fallen world ( Lead us not into temptation), Request to be
delivered from anything  taken place (Deliver us from evil), 
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That His Kingdom be established and His power prevail here
on earth ( For Yours is the Kingdom and Power ), The Glory
belongs to Him and so we praise Him (and the Glory), It is so,
we are in agreement ( Amen ) In this we see my personal
relationship with God is taken care of by Him. Then shall we
all unite together – the temple of God and great shall be the
manifestation of God here on earth. For we know not what to
pray and if we continue the evidence of our selfish hearts
would persist and while the Kingdom draws nigh, the world
drifts further away. The Lord has given this like an owner
departing only to return to see how the servant has managed
His affairs here on earth. Verse…The manner we pray is the
spiritual management of God’s affairs here on earth by us. 
The man in the synagogue, and the prayer of the pagans
would only have grown louder. It would have left us ashamed
like the sinner who heard the Pharisee pray….. I am glad like I
am not like this man….How would the quieter man have gone
on praying. This brings so much help and encouragement as
to what moves God. It increase our faith that if this be the
manner God would have me pray then I am even if slight in a
better place than one babbling. My prayers may not always
be selfless but even so I am soon led back on the right path
for here lies the evidence of His guide to me.
The Lord’s Prayer, the manner God wants and desires of and 
for us is what we bring to Him. How can we not know that
what comes from Him comes with an answer?  Are we not
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aware that we are really praying back to Him is really the
answer to so many of life’s’ problems? That which is of Him is
that which He Wills we have. The more we pray the more we
become willing for what God has. The more we pray in this
manner, the less selfish we become, the wider are our
spiritual eyes opened and His Kingdom is established here on
earth as it is Heaven. Many over the years have come to
understand and are not ignorant to this. So has the enemy
and therefore many are blinded that this a prayer no longer
for our times. May God forgive us for not asking for spiritual
insight that this is the prayer apt to the time gap of Christ
departing and His return.  This manner of praying may have
had no understanding then let alone a request to do so.  The
law and the prophets were just that. Moses and Elijah may
have had some spiritual insight into this but nevertheless it
was not for their times. It fits not into laws given to man
inscribed upon some stone but one that calls for its desired
inscription on the hearts of men. It answers to the Holy Spirit.
No longer an eye for eye but to forgive and a burden to be
forgiven in spite of pain suffered. It reveals to man His
weakness and his trust in himself to be hopeless. Even has
one humbles himself to this manner of acknowledging,
praising, thanking and requesting from God he soon realizes
that no law can assist here. This must be the work of
something outside the natural realm, to forgive, be forgiven,
request and have a Heavenly tabernacle built, one he cannot
see or touch. His weakness grows each day as he commits but
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a strength builds up for he is communicates in the realm not
understood by mere man. This is God and him and total
appreciation and surrender.
Yet even then a question arose amongst them when there
request to how to lay hold of God – the manner of praying
was answered, questions may have arose. The Holy Spirit was
not given to these disciples yet. This manner of approaching
His Father, theirs as well, they would seem able too as long as
He would remain with them. Yet as time went on, Jesus
began speaking about His return to the Father. Greater
concern if not worry may come on them all. Here was the law
given by Moses centuries ago and we fail even so, how were
we to pray in this manner with Him not by our side? They had
to admit that it had to be something deep within that would
have to convict or stir them to believe this could be done.
They had enemies, they were indebted to many surely others
to them, temptations they surely knew many. So little if any,
of this manner of prayer had anything to do with their
physical works. Surely they had begun praying in this manner,
after all they are the ones who went to Him with this request.
They were beginning to sense a difference but with the
confidence of knowing that He was by their side. They grew
accustomed where to find Him next if they went looking for
Him and found Him not. They knew He would be in a quiet
secret place praying,  talking to His Father, many of the things
of what was to come.
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In finding Him praying as usual they reasoned that a prayer
life like His had much to do with the Father in Heaven
moving. They may have also noticed that His was a life of
prayer and much to do with who He claimed He was and they
wanted this as well. There’s was a different spiritual lifestyle
to His, this they see. While they slept He was praying. After
teaching so many then feeding them in their thousands He 
immediately makes His disciples get into the boat and leave
ahead of Him, while He dismissed the crowd. The importance
that they leave ahead of Him was but simply that He could be
alone with His Father. Like an urgent meeting that had to be
taken care of first, He went up on the mountainside by
Himself to pray. This was most urgent business. He had things
to discuss with His Father and His Father with Him. This
urgency to be with His Father is seen all through His ministry.
His means to arrive on the other side of the lake did not
matter, it was this, His meeting with His Father that did. It is
after this secret quiet time with the Father, He returns to by
His own means to the disciples – walking on water defying
the laws of physics and science. The wind died down and
those in the boat worshipped Him for who He was. Having
arrived together with them on the other side, word spread –
He is here. The crowds gathered bringing all their sick, many
begging Him that the sick just touch the hem of His garment
and all were healed. Do you see how important prayer is?
Matthew 14.22-34.
 They saw much of this life early in His ministry and when
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they did ask Him to teach them to pray this is the manner of
prayer He referred too. Important to note is that Jesus never
directly or indirectly show to them another manner to pray.
Yet through history we have discarded the Lord’s Prayer and
in so doing have really over the years prayed very little
though we think we have prayed much. I know this sounds
harsh, but we must admit to it and use the Word of God to
help us as we are convicted by His Holy Spirit.
The prayers of the hypocrites of that day, was one of loud
volume. They had to be heard let alone seen. To be seen by
men in the synagogues and street corners. A man praying
obviously even this age is seen holy, religious and right
standing. The reward of the hypocrites was nothing to do
with heart and plan of God. Theirs was an earthly reward and
I am sure they received it without delay. To be tapped on the
back as a man of prayer may have been very welcoming and I
am sure it gives the impression of one close to God. But be
very careful, for as they tried of times old to cover up the sins
in their hearts, so will yours and mine. Their purpose was to
release themselves from the very thing God wanted to
expose. Sounds all so well and covered until the Lord visits
one day him we call the man of God. He who is rejoicing
should weep. Where can I go to said that great man of God,
where can I, where can hide rhetorically asked David? You Oh
God know all things. And so the men of Jesus’ day prayed in 
the public places, the less they revealed their hearts to God.
Matthew 6.5 For in the prayer of the one who wants to be
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seen is the length of his time praying. I have come across so
many men who heap praise about other men for they are
told they are praying men. When another man speaks about
another or heaps some praise upon the one for his prayer life
it has always to do with time. The more time we spend in the
presence of the Lord is incomparable yet why does the world
have to come to about it. I write this portion for two reasons:
1. That if it is so with you, then stop. Any accolade from man
may cancel much of what you pray for. 2. Focus on what God
desires and what He places in your heart. This is what will
eventually remove the frustration of prayers not being
answered. To be focused on God and man together is very
difficult. You are bound to disappoint one or the other. Most
times it is God we forsake, for man does not demand much.
The disciple in the book of John asked Jesus how to pray. In
the book Matthew Jesus refers first to the hypocrites and
pagans and uses their way of praying as a model of how not
to pray. He begins here to teach the most powerful, fully
spiritually equipped manner of way for us to the heart of the
Father.
Matthew 6.6 ‘ But when you pray, go into your room, close
the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen.’
Immediately Jesus shows us that prayer is personal. It is not
personal meaning you are to go into your room and only
plead your heart out to God. He allows it, thank God that He
does and willing to hear us. But the principle is that He has
you now in a room in a quiet place where He can speak to
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you. Prayer is Gods way of speaking to man. I think the closet
must be one the most difficult places to get us enter. I say this
with the greatest amount of respect for the Lord and His
people. For if many were found in the closet, then a closer
walk we all would have with Him. We have allowed the
programs of the Church and the even the study of the Word
to take the place of prayer. The closet and being one and one
with God removes all that chitter chatter that would have
been otherwise. It helps you concentrating on Him, for He
has much to say to you. God believe me has so much to say
to us that has no end. When God stops speaking, it is because
we have placed a full stop somewhere. With God alone there
is none to impress. Here you feel His presence, you know He
is here but can only see it with the your spiritual eyes being
open. He is unseen, we believe and hope by faith. We either
do or don’t and each time we close the door it helps build our
faith in Him.
There is a great reward for praying. That reward is desiring
what God desires. 
Religion is what the Lord Jesus saw among the people of thatday. The people at the synogogue praying wanting to benoticed disappointed Him. He warned the disciples not to belike them. Jesus took prayer seriously. His response to howthe temple was being used angered Him. He rebuked themfor not seeing the temple as His Father meant it to be. AHouse of Prayer it was and they were corrupting it by theirways. Prayer was something precious and intimate with Him
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and His Father. Prayer is how He heard His Father and HisFather heard Him. Jesus refers to the pretense of the peopleand them wasting their time when there was a manner andway to reach the Father. Jesus was concerned that they gonot the same route. It was not that they were only prayingwrong way but in doing so giving the impression that this isthe way to pray. People of that day were convinced that thiswas the manner to pray. The sinner who heard the Phariseepray not had a manner of praying but also challenged whoGod was. It was by humility and surrender that the otherbowed his head not even wanting to be seen prayed a prayerthat was accepted by God. ‘Then your Father who is unseen will see what is done in
secret will reward you’ Matthew 6.6.
The Lord Jesus We do not have it in us to pray prayers in line
with Fathers’ Will without the Lord Jesus. The Lord Jesus is
that direct line with the Father. The Father first sees the Son
then us. In seeing His Son, He Wills it. For nothing will the Son
approve that is not in the Will of the Father.  How can He see
His Son and not approve. For all things have been given to His
Son.

 Jesus begins by helping us know who God is…………OurFatherWhat is Prayer?
Prayer is Gods’ design for man. Prayer best understood isseeking God the Father through His Son Jesus through the
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help and leading of the Holy Spirit. No amount of knowledgeand understanding of Prayer can complete the life of Prayer.Books and much writings of this important aspect of theChrist Life are there to assist us. It is a powerful duty essentialin the life of every follower of the Lord. Hidden as it may be, yet bursting to be revealed. The moreconsistent we are in approaching the throne of God, thedeeper we are moved to understanding the Lord. TheProphet experienced total reliance when in depth. The waterfrom ankle to total submergence gives a clear understandingof how we grow in the Lord. At first we move until we canonly move and breathe through Him………Ezekiel……. Prayer is depth with God. Prayer is depth in God. Prayerreveals the heart of God. The apostle Paul understood thiswell. In his letter to the church in Ephesus he wrote thefollowing ‘…….and I pray that you being rooted andestablished in love, may have the power, together with all thesaints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is thelove of Christ, and to know this love that surpassesknowledge – that you may be filled to the measure of all thefullness of God.’ Ephesians 3.17-19. Paul knew that the key tothis understanding was in prayer. The revelation of God’sheart must be measured by the consistency of the believerbefore God. This means that he who knows God much is aptto be the one who spends much time in His presence. Thedeeper things of God come by way of consistently being withHim. This is a very difficult task for the believer as life here onearth does not place this with life’s important duties, only God does. ‘Do not work for food that spoils, but for food thatendures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you.On Him God the Father has placed His seal of approval.’ John
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6.27 The earthly time table is work, work and more work.This is the road to success and a better life. The rest that theworld offers is to those who have diligently followed thisearthly time table. And by the time we are done witheveryday life, there is little or no time of quality WITH God.Our struggle through life has found us wanting. Even thoughwe are found doing the things we do not want to do and notdoing what we ought to do, there lies deep down in everybeliever the desire placed there by God to communicate withHim.Here are two scriptures to confirm what I am saying. ‘I do notunderstand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, butwhat I hate, I do’ Romans 7.15 Yet in Luke 11.1 we find adesire in the disciples to do what the Lord was constantlydoing. ‘It happened that while Jesus was praying in a certain place,after he had finished, one of His disciples said to Him, “Lord,teach us how to pray, just as John also taught his disciples.’’’The Bible teaches us that the wicked have no desire to pray.‘In his pride the wicked does not seek him; in all his thoughtsthere is no room for God.’ Psalm 10.4God desires first place at all times. Prayer and ourcommunication with Almighty God is our desire that He befirst. As one of His we ought to think and behave as such. Wemust love ourselves for He loves us and loved us first.Thinking and behaving so helps us in our approach before Histhrone in Prayer. Knowing who we are helps us take hold ofGod in Prayer. This ‘taking hold’ of God reveals the extent ofone’s desire for God. Prayer opens up the door for God toreveal much of what He has for us. That which the ApostlePaul speaks of in the book of Ephesians is revelation
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knowledge and understanding that grows deeper as wespend more and more time with God. We grow with theunderstanding and wisdom of our Heavenly Father. Prayerreveals Him, the Almighty God. As God reveals throughprayer, we grow to understand that there is nothing betterthan what God has for us. It becomes known that it is notsomething new to God but new to us for we are only nowcoming to know. The enemy’s plan since the Garden of Edenwas to hide what God has for man. Today the enemy uses theworld to hide what God has for us. Our distance from Goddeprives us from knowing the plans He always had for us.  Prayer is simply Gods’ way of telling the Church what Hewishes here on earth. The duty of the believer is then to prayout this accomplishment here on earth. Be that for man inman or for man and his purpose here on earth. Prayerenables us and shows forth to us what must be done toaccomplish that perfect Will that God has for us. Prayer thenbrings forth the purpose of man because it unites thebelievers’ thoughts with God’s.

The scriptures may not be understood by study alone, thetruth is it was never meant too. It is not some ordinarytextbook, some part of history as many religions see it. Thespirit of religion works through the natural mind or ‘unborn’spirit. Some legacy left behind, some story for our children totake out of history we think. Even the world is apt to quote ascripture from time to time. There is natural good in it if it isnot rebuking us that is. Yet that is far as it will go, for thescriptures were given divinely. God has given us His Holy
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Spirit. The Spirit reveals much to us in prayer, much more ineveryday life when we allow Him first to reveal Himself inthose quiet times. The more time we spend with God thesooner our spiritual eyes are opened that which is otherwiseimpossible in the natural. Elisha the prophet prayed that Godwould open his servant’s eyes to see. Firstly He Prayed, thenGod answered. Then saw his servant hills full of horses andchariots of fire all around Elisha. The Army of God whichotherwise could not be seen in the natural 2 Kings 6.17. If there are false prophets as the bible reminds us then theremust true ones. The false loves to party, loves the crowd andforever predicting fine weather. The true prophet hurries to aquiet place, bends down to the ground and puts his facebetween his need and calls on God. 1 Kings 18.41. A leadertoday cannot hear God if he is surrounded by loud men.  There is one language in the Spirit, though there be many inthe world. Genesis.11.1. It is the language given for prayer, alanguage given to the believer only. It is given to all believers,received by faith sounding so foolish even to the believer atfirst. Acts 2.4. They were all filled with Holy Spirit and beganspeaking in tongues. We do not know what we ought to prayfor, but the Spirit intercedes for us. Romans 8.27.  The task of the early disciples was to serve God. Theyunderstood very early that God had reserved them for aspecial task of ministry Prayer and sharing the Word. Theyunderstood that this was going to be a more tedious,laborious, task any man may take. Act6.4. It begged of themto look up in the spirit, with bended knees or their headsbetween them as one who waits on God. Men of prayer mustsee to it that are surrounded by other men of prayer. Theremust be a single language if not the sheep are scattered.
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A Change of Heart
The problem is that man is so absorbed in the things of theworld that Heaven has to wait. God will not fill the heart ofman with that which is heavenly if he (man) has not first hada change of heart. Prayer helps towards this change of heart.For it is through prayer that God removes our selfish wantsand places His desires into our hearts. There must be achange of heart in the believer for Gods’ will to be done hereon earth. What is the will of God?
Prayer is Gods’ design. Prayer is not a man-made invention orformula. It was designed by God for God. Prayer bestunderstood is seeking God the Father through His Son Jesusthrough the help and leading of the Holy Spirit. God answersprayers. For years we have been taught that we may ask Godfor anything and He is just willing and waiting to give us
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whatever we ask. How untrue! If that was the case then wewould have already received what we have asked for and thebalance if any is just a matter of time.Prayer is asking for that which is already in the mind of God.In other words you ask for what is in God’s mind. But how dowe know what is in the mind of Him who is our creator? Toknow what is in the heart and mind of God, we must firstbelieve that God loves us. This is such an important aspect ofthe Christ walk. For we have not seen God but must use thefaith He has given us to believe that He truly loves us. Ournatural self does not want to know what is in God’s mind.Because the natural mind which is the flesh is opposed toGod. The Bible tells us ‘In his pride the wicked does not seekhim; in all his thoughts there is no room for God.’ Psalm 10.4 The nearer to God we come, the more we know what is in Hisheart. When we draw near to Him the first and mostimportant thing God does is change our hearts. We cannotchange heart, only God can do that.The servant of the Lord understood this important aspect ofprayer. In the 4th chapter of his letter to the people of God,the apostle James describes our wanting to draw near to Godand the result.  When we do so, God also does so. When wecome near to Him, He comes near to us. ‘Come near to Godand He will come near to you……..’ James 4.7   What we can do therefore, is to make that decision to haveour hearts changed.  That decision is something we canmake. God has given us that ability to do so.  He has given usthat ability to choose to do so. If our intimacy with God couldbe measured then it will be apt to say it is a measure ofchange in our hearts towards God that matters. It would bewell to say also, that the more we spend time with Him the
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more we are changed. The more time we spend with Him –the more time we are allowed for Him. God is the maker andgiver of time. He gives it as He chooses. Many years ago I feltemptiness within as a Christian. I just could not put my fingeron it. I realize now what it was. My salvation experience camewith a desire to draw closer to God. My daily chores andlifestyle however was moving me in another direction. WhenI decided to respond to that inner voice, I found I wassuddenly walking around with a changed heart. The reason isthat God worked first with my heart.
PRAYER – A NEW REQUEST
When God works with the heart, which he does first therecomes many changes. One of them is our requests. Manythings I initially prayed for were no longer on my list ofrequests. My requests were different and many had to beabandoned and never included in my prayers again. Wherethey requests that were ungodly? No. They were just notmeant for me at the time. God gave me a changed heartwhich meant that the timing of my requests was also dealtwith. The timing of my request was put in order. I also foundmyself praying for people, situations and things that matteredto God. Prior to this I personally would never have concernedmyself about them. I was consistently praying for things thatmattered to the Lord. I knew this to be true as there was awitness in my spirit as I prayed. I could sense they were aburden to the Lord. They now became my burden too thatneeded to be given back to Him. This I did through prayer.They were new to me but always with Him. I found the wayGod saw a situation, a circumstance or a person, was
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different from how the world saw it. The natural me sawthings as the world did. God wanted me to see everything theway He does and that meant that the road ahead was goingto be a lonely one. When the world was criticizing, God wastelling me to pray for that person and do so with love. Whenthe world could see no hope in a government or a leader,God was telling me..’ he is going nowhere, I placed him therefor my purpose….now pray’ And when I did, it made moresense than the reports I had grown so used too. I found,when I saw things the way God saw them, love was the mainingredient in it all. God’s love was in it. His love is so great. Hewants to heal rather punish and this was totally contrary tothe world and some of the church.  God wanted to seerepentance rather than death. God wanted to see healingrather than leaving. And so God’s desire was that I have achange of heart. That I may be able to see as He sees it. Andwhen I was seeing it as He does, He was using me to bringabout change. You see when I was seeing things the way Godwas, then I was able to pray what was in His mind. Theproblem we have today in the church is just that. We are notwilling to see a thing the way God wants us too. When Iprayed for a particular person, it was already in the mind ofGod for that person to be given another opportunity torepent and have a change of heart. God waits for us. As I amwriting, I am reminded of the story of Jonah the prophet.Jonah prayed to God. He saw the wickedness of the land andreminded God of the sins of the people. The interesting thingabout this, is that the pain and anguish that Jonah felt wassomething placed in him by God. But along the way, the selfof Jonah came forth. He passed judgment on the people ofthe land of Nineveh. Therefore when God came to him and
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asked him to have the people repent, he refused. ‘The wordof the Lord came to Jonah son of Amittai: “Go to the greatcity of Nineveh and preach against it, because its wickednesshas come up before me. But Jonah ran away from the Lordand headed for Tarshish…..’”Jonah 1.1-3Jonah prayed for this city and knew well how God wouldrespond to these people. He never liked the way God dealswith a nation or a people. For Jonah that is being too lenientand undeserving. Is that not the heart of natural man guidedby his own instincts?‘But Jonah was greatly displeased and became angry. Heprayed to the Lord, “O Lord, is this not what I said when I wasstill at home? I know that you are a gracious andcompassionate God, slow to anger and abounding in love, aGod who relents from sending calamity.’” Jonah 4.1-2  I came to understand how patient God is even with thesinner. And this is because of His Son Jesus. I enjoyed prayingand talking with Him. You see God began changing my heart.As He began to change my heart, I began to see thingsdifferently. My spiritual eyes were being opened. I now had aheart that God wanted me to have. It was a heart given byHim and therefore had all to do with Him. My flesh foughtback and still does but my heart no longer belonged to me –it was His.   If my heart was new then God would be able to speak to me.If my heart was new then I would be able to hear what Hewas saying. God changes our hearts, making it new as wepray. Prayer is God’s design in that through engagement – Heuses it to change our hearts. A changed heart helps us seeHeaven. Knowing God’s heart means we know Heaven. In hisletter to the church in Ephesus the writer wrote the following
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‘…….and I pray that you being rooted and established in love,may have the power, together with all the saints, to grasphow wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ,and to know this love that surpasses knowledge – that youmay be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.’Ephesians 3.17-19. The writer here knew that the key to thisunderstanding was in prayer. The prayer that the Lord taught His disciples had much to dowith Heaven.  ‘May your kingdom come, may your will bedone on earth as it is in heaven.’ Matthew 6.10 Our willingness to be sincere will make us more sinceretowards Him. This He does through the work of His HolySpirit. Sincerity towards God has a lot to do with change. Theheart of each man must first be willing to change. Many timeswe assume that as followers of Christ, we automatically haveour minds and hearts changed in an instant. Only oursalvation is instant because of the finished work on Calvary.But our hearts and minds – we must work out our salvationwith trembling and fear. A change of heart opens our spiritual eyes. When Godchanges our hearts He helps us see. Our eyes are closed andonly God can open them. The Lord had to change the heart ofa powerful man who had his heart set on destroying thechurch. So determined was he that the very first time we areintroduced to him, is when he is busy supervising the deathof one of God’s own. ‘They dragged him (Stephen) out of thecity and began to stone him. Meanwhile, the witnesses laidtheir clothes at the feet of a young man named Saul.”  Acts7.58And just two verses later in chapter 8 vs. 1, we read thefollowing ‘And Saul was there, giving approval to his death’
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Do you know who this young man was? Well we meet himagain in Chapter 9, and he is still breathing out murderousthreats against the Lord’s disciples. ‘Then Saul, still breathingthreats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went tothe high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues inDamascus, so that if he found any there who belonged to theLord (The way), whether men or women, he might take themas prisoners to Jerusalem.’ Acts 9.1-2 This very man was tobecome the one whom God would reveal the secret ofsalvation to the Gentiles. He was to become the mostpowerful of the disciples. He was to have a change of heartand never again walk this earth by compromise. ‘As hejourneyed he came near Damascus, and suddenly a lightshone around him from Heaven. Then he fell to the ground,and heard a voice saying to him,’’ Saul, Saul why are youpersecuting me?’’ And he said, “Who are you, Lord?” Thenthe Lord said, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. It ishard for you to kick against the goads.” So he trembling andastonished, said “Lord, what do you want me to do?” Thenthe Lord said to him, “Arise and go into the city, and you willbe told what you must do.’” Acts 9.3-6Saul later to be called Paul was to be used mightily by God.Though Paul was on a mission to destroy the people of God,there must have been something within him that questionedall his work. There must have been a pricking of hisconscious. I have always found it interesting how a man ofPaul’s caliber had his heart changed. Is it not interesting howhe immediately in his blindness addresses the voice as –‘Lord”? Paul had a change, a transformation right there. Yearsand years of persecuting the church had come to an end in aninstant for Paul. Every thought he had about Jesus before had
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changed instantly. This Jesus whom he was persecuting,calling a liar and denouncing whatever he said is suddenlyknown to him as the Lord he is persecuting. He knewimmediately that He who appeared before him was higherthan him. His heart had such a transformation that all Jesushad to say to him was ‘I am Jesus, whom you arepersecuting.’  This is in response to his question of, ‘Who areyou Lord?’When the heart of each man is transformed, he is able todiscern the heart of a Holy God. This change must first beinitiated by man for God to work. In other words it must befirst the decision taken by man to want God. Change beginswhen man goes to God. Man must show that he wants thischange. Deep within us all, we can never be satisfied lessGod. The earthly man, full of himself is just that – full ofhimself. He can go no further than himself. He may push andshove his way through life, only for the comfort within hisfour walls. Anything outside the dimension of time and he islost. And so when he’s time here on earth shall come to anend, he returns to the dust from whence he came.

DESIRING WHAT YOUR FATHER ALREADY KNOWS
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God loves us. The Bible teaches us that God knew that wewould all perish. But His love for us changed that. ‘For God soloved the world that He gave His One and only Son, thatwhoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.John 3.16Good things are meant for good people. All good people aremeant for good things. The problem is that you are not goodbut Godly. You are little gods. Therefore good is not the bestfor you. That which is good can never come close to whatGod has for you. The Bible teaches us that God desires for that which is inHeaven to be on earth. He deliberately calls us to pray this toHim. In the book of Matthew, Jesus warned His disciples topray what the Father wants them to pray. ‘Do not be likethem (hypocrites), for your Father knows what you needbefore you ask Him.’ Matthew 6.8. The disciples came to Jesus asking Him to teach them to pray.‘He said to them, “When you pray”, say: “Father, Hallowed beyour name, your kingdom come. May your Will be done onearth as it is heaven.”’Prayer must first change the heart of man. If the heart of manis not changed, then very little if any can be done for God. We ask and receive because it is in the will of God in the firstplace. God is never obligated to man’s asking; if anything Godis obligated to His perfect will taking place. His will is revealedto us by His Spirit in prayer.

DELIGHT YOURSELF IN THE LORDOften I am asked ‘why should we pray?’ after all God knowsall things. God is omniscient; He is all knowing and therefore
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knows all my needs. To speak thus reveals how little we knowof Him our Creator. It reveals our ignorance of the true natureand true character of God. God knows all things. He knowsyour needs and your desires. But do you know His hearts’desires? To put God first, shall reveal to us the heart of Him.The desires that you now have are never as important aswhen the Lord impresses upon your heart His. Prayersurrenders your desires and plans for His. God blesses ourdesires that we bring to Him, only if He first put them there.Psalm 37:4-5 ‘Delight yourself in the Lord and He will give youthe desires of your heart. Commit your way to the Lord; trustalso in Him; and He shall bring it to pass.’ The word hearthere has to do with your inner person. That is your innerthoughts and deepest feelings. It is also about your inneryearnings. When we go to God in prayer, we allow for ourhearts to change from hard and rigid to being soft andpliable. Our going to Him allows for that which is ours to betaken away and replaced by that which is of Him. To delightoneself in the Lord means we become soft in Gods’ hands.We become workable in His hands. The Hebrew meaning ofthat word is just that – to become soft and pliable. In oursoftness or in us allowing God to make us soft we becomeflexible for God to work with us. We become soft for God towork through us. It is here that God is able to take away thedesires that are for our own selfish reason and replace them with His. When He removes and replaces the old selfishdesires in us, we become more loving and open. We are nolonger restricting God to do what He really wants to dothrough us. God wants to do things through prayer. He is nowable to place His desires for you in you.  He is able to placeHis desires for others in you. Delighting in the Lord means
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that you and the Lord desire for the same thing. In delightingin Him I have now come to love what He loves and hate whatHe hates. Any wonder why we are never the same after goingto God. Intimacy with God changes things. These scripturesexplains clearly how after Him placing His desires in us, Hethen brings those very desires all to pass.  As we become“soft and pliable” in His hands, the things He desires willbecome the things we desire.‘For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are yourways my ways, declares the Lord. As the heavens are higherthan the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, andmy thoughts than your thoughts’ Isaiah 55.8-9. It is awonderful thing to know the thoughts of God. They are evenmore when I come to know His wonderful thoughts aboutme. His word tells me that He loves me. I belong to Him.Prayer gets us to know the mind of God about us. It is aunique characteristic about prayer. This is something designinto prayer. We are unique in the eyes of the Lord and prayerreveals the purpose and plans that He has for us. For heavento release, the heart of man must first desire what Hedesires. This desire is the work of the Lord and is placed thereby Him. When this yearning has been placed there by God itis then the duty of man to bring it back to Him. It is still theduty of the believer to show that he is in agreement withGod. This is Prayer.To Be Mindful Of Others In Prayer
Are you mindful of others in your prayers? Areothers mindful of you in their prayers? To beprayerful concerning others is reaped with greatreward. How can anyone be used as a vessel for souls
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if he does not love souls? The love for souls, willplace a burden on the believer. Burdens are meant tobe brought before God. This is the prayer life! This isIntercession! The burden for others will greatlydetermine the prayer life of the individual and theChurch. The great Apostle Paul had mighty eventshappening during his Ministry, among them beinghis amazing conversion on the road to Damascus, hisremarkable revelation of Christ's life, death andresurrection yet he understood that he must PRAY.Prayers by others for Paul were equally important tohim and he relied much on them. Paul was neverashamed to solicit prayers for himself nor was hereluctant to PRAY for others. Knowing there ispurpose for all lives is never where it ends. It is just thebeginning. Knowing a purpose - filled life, is a lifehidden in prayer. And so it is that others likeourselves have purpose filled lives. To bring glory toGod is to PRAY those desires that God has for others
into existence. This is Body Ministry! '' ye strivetogether with me in your prayers to Godfor me'' Romans15:30 
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Much is known in the body about others, may that which weknow just not remain as information to us.  To have a heart after God is to have a heart after His people.Having a heart after His people will cost you time and energy.Intercession is what this is all about. You will soon realize thata Prayerful life is a life spent on behalf of others. We are notalways led to pray for people and may that never be anexcuse to not pray. If we pray for loved ones in general, Godwill see our hearts and make known to us the burden that Hecarries for that person. The burdens of God are not justthrown from heaven for any to catch, but are carefully placedin the believer who is found praying and whose heart iswilling to carry such a burden. There must be no excuse to do nothing about what hasalready come to your attention. You are called to PRAY. We allare called to Pray. God help us in the task ahead.The first sign of a burden must be immediately taken back toGod and not man. Any burden taken to man first can onlylead to disaster for the one concerned and at times for theone burdened.
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THE CLOSET Three essential make up the life of prayer. To have theseessentials would do the believer well, for without them thelife of prayer is non existent followed by excuses not to pray.1- A time of quietness2- A pace of quietness3- A heart of quietness.  Let’s hear what Jesus had to say about Prayer and a place ofquietness regarding prayer – which is the prayer closet.Matt.6.5-6 ‘And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites,for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on thestreet corners to be seen by men. I tell you the truth; theyhave their reward in full. But when you pray, go into yourroom, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen.Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, willreward you.’ The closet is the last place most people findthemselves.  My question to you today - Do you have a prayercloset?   It should be the most important spot under yourtent. It is here where you will meet with God one on one. Our Church and corporate prayer meetings are only as strongas the quality of time we spend in our prayer closets. If ourmeetings are empty then our closets are empty. The strengthof our prayer meetings will give you an idea of our closets.X2.  The closet is anything but a place to fear yet its’ here thebattle rages on. It is not a place you invite friends. For thecloset is a secret place, where you its’ you and God.  Its’ aplace where the door must be closed behind you, that you
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may hear what He has to say.  For its’ here that the battlesbecomes fierce. It is here you will be asked to receive and its’here you will be asked to let go. And so it will be personal andat times very emotional in here.  It is here you will refuse tolet go. It is also a place where the passions and wants of self,will have to make room for Gods’ desires and plans. It is not aplace for babies or for those who want to retreat. It is yourplace, where you receive your strength and the energy, tomove on. It is a place where you will become thirsty and alsofilled to overflow. It is a battlefield, your battlefield. It is yourplace of confrontation, its’ also your place of breakthroughs.And they shall come because of the issues that must beconfronted. Here you are not able to play out any part forthere is no room for actors.  It’s a place of much stripping,much gripping. You would do well to hold on. When you havegone in, its’ like being in the middle of the oceans, and tomake it to shore, you will have to overcome the ocean greats.It is personal in here my friend. Any wonder why Gods’ word speaks about a ‘door and itbeing shut.’  If you have no closet you will have no place torest. You must overcome in the closet to come to this place ofrest. The closet is never a place hard to discover once theheart is already made up. It starts with the heart. Its’ timeeach one of us in the body of Christ discovered our closets.We discover God and His ways when our closets are found.Again I ask you to find your closet for it is here you will findthe secrets of this life hidden in prayer.Why is personal Prayer so important?
The Life of prayer must first be personal. Our prayingcorporately can only be successful when we have first graced
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our own closets. If we prayed first in our closets we would beable to pray more effectively corporately. What do I mean?When we gather together there are many a personal issueabout us and others. If we brought our personal issues first toGod one on one, we would pray with more intimacy, morepassion and more faith. Personal issues if there are still noanswers after many days must then be brought to God oncorporate level, which will give more strength to that whichwe wait for. There are many things to be prayed for and the churchcoming together corporately helps much to pray for this, suchas government, kingdoms and the affairs of the world.Corporate praying should be more corporate, in other wordsmore community. The less individualism that shall exists inour corporate praying, the more the answers shall beforthcoming.  If we did this we would be more in line withGod’s call for us to pray for government, city and leaders.Let’s read what Paul writing through the leading of the Spiritto Timothy has to say about this. 1 Timothy 2 .1-3‘I exhort you therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers,intercessions and giving of thanks, be made for all men; forkings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead aquiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. For suchpraying is good and right and pleasing and acceptable to Godour saviour.’   More praying never did hinder the kingdom of God and itsurely won’t now. The key is better praying. Personal prayinghelps much and sets the tone when the church comestogether. Those who have prayed well in their closets willbring with them that same anointing when they meet forprayer with the rest of the body. If you have been touched in
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the closet, you will be able touch those in the meeting. Ourcorporate praying will make a greater difference forgovernment and those in authority, if only we prayedpassionately in the closet. The way we pray corporatelyreveals our personal prayer lives. For the life that praysaccording to the will of God, in the closet, will be foundpraying unselfishly when the body meets together. The heartthat pleases God in the closet will surely please the Lordwhen the church meets to pray. And the heart that pleasesGod in the closet will show forth the heart of God in theprayer room of the church.Again a personal prayer life is what first reveals the treasuredlife hidden in prayer.

That place behind the closed door – the closet a physicalspace to begin with God is great help for those who may haveone to begin with. The closet is often away from the hustleand the bustle of everyday life. However is it not the closet inthe spirit with God. The closet is that place where you havebecome quiet with God. It is a place where God is able tospeak to you and you to Him. An apron over your head in awork loaded kitchen may become your closet. This is theplace where you have really settled with God. Let’s hear whatJesus had to say about Prayer and a place of quietnessregarding prayer – which is the prayer closet. Matt.6.5-6 ‘Andwhen you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love topray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners tobe seen by men. I tell you the truth; they have their reward in
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full. But when you pray, go into your room, close the doorand pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father,who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.’  Do youhave a prayer closet?   It should be the most important spotunder your tent. It is here where you will meet with God oneon one. Our Church and corporate prayer meetings are only as strongas the quality of time we spend in our prayer closets. If ourmeetings are empty then our closets are empty. The strengthof our prayer meetings will give you an idea of our closets.The closet is anything but a place to fear yet its’ here thebattle rages on. It is not a place you invite friends. The closetis a secret place, where its’ you and God.  Its’ a place wherethe ‘door’ must be closed behind you, that you may hearwhat God has to say.  I talk here of that spiritual door. It’shere that the battle becomes fierce. It is here you will beasked to receive and its’ here you will be asked to let go. Andso it will be personal and at times very emotional in here.  Itis here you will refuse to let go. It is also a place where thepassions and wants of self, will have to make room for Gods’desires and plans. It is not a place for babies or for those who want to retreat. It is your place, where you receive yourstrength and the energy, to move on. It is a place where youwill become thirsty and also filled to overflow. It is abattlefield, your battlefield. It is your place of confrontation,its’ also your place of breakthroughs. And they shall comebecause of the issues that must be confronted. Here you arenot able to play out any part for there is no room for actors.It’s a place of much stripping, much gripping. You would dowell to hold on. When you have gone in, its’ like being in themiddle of the oceans, and to make it to shore, you will have
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to overcome the ocean greats.  It will be personal in here myfriend. Any wonder why Gods’ word speaks about a ‘door and itbeing shut.’  If you have no closet you will have no place torest. You must overcome in the closet to come to this placeof rest. What happens in the closet helps you come to thatplace of rest that God has waiting for you. Please note thatthe closet does not have to be a special room, but any placewhere you are private with God. You must find your closetand most times the closet may be any part of your dwelling.The key is the tranquility of that place and the timing. Whatdo I mean? Some may not have a special room in your hometo pray for obvious reasons yet your kitchen can become thecloset at a time when nobody is ever present. Reword. Thecloset can be any room as long as it is a place where you areable to meet with God. The duty of the believer is to look forthat closet. For you to eventually find your closet twoconsiderations have to be taken. Time and people for most ofus do not live alone but are surrounded by family and friends.We discover God and His ways when our closets are found.Again the sentry prayer of asking God to help you find yourcloset will help. Dear Lord I ask you today to help me find my closet that I mayspend time with you in private. I acknowledge today that thecloset is an important part of my walk with you and even asyou help me find it I will not neglect to come to the closeteveryday. Amen

  A HEART OF QIUETNESS
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• A heart that is still before God hears well what God says.But how does the believer get his heart to be quiet beforeGod. A QUIET heart is essential in the life of the one praying.With the great amount of activity in each one of our lives thismay not be easy to come by. It is therefore important that thebeliever is willing to make a firm decision to spend time withGod.• A heart that is quiet before God is most difficult to findand may be found only at the feet of Jesus. It is therefore notthe first of the essentials found in prayer. To get there themind must be made up to pray. Believing the word about theheart of a Heavenly Father, a Son who was willing to die andthe help given to us in the Holy Spirit helps much to havesuch a heart before God. The prerequisite is therefore faith.We must believe that God is willing to speak to us and thatHe is willing to hear us. To be still before God the heart mustsincere.• Hebrew 10.19-22 ‘ Therefore, brothers, since we haveconfidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood ofJesus, ...... and since we have a great high priest over thehouse of God, let us draw near to God with a sincere heart infull assurance of faith.....’• Faith helps make that firm decision to spend time withGod. God knows about the plans He has for us and it is thisquiet heart to which the plans will be revealed. Jeremiah29.12-13 says the following: ‘Then you will call upon me andcome and pray to me, and I will listen to you. You will seek meand find me when you seek me with all your heart.’• One can not find God when the heart is not quiet.According to Gods’ word He will listen to you when you pray,and this finding takes place when the heart has sought Him



                                  ON YOUR KNEES 

38                                                            Worldwide Prayer Watch Series

with all that it has. In other words the heart must be willingto surrender. A decision must be made to spend time withGod. It is a willingness to hear from God.• A quiet heart is one free from anger, it is one that iswilling to wait and let God have His way. A quiet heart ischaracterized by the absence of ones’ own thoughts anddesires. Or at least it is willing to let God show His heart first. When the heart is willing to be quiet before God, it will besurprising how much you initially desired to say and do, thateventually becomes useless and undesirable. A quiet heart iswilling to change. Having a calm heart before God in prayer isone of the most important aspects of the prayer life of anyChristian. The more our hearts are soft before God, the moreGod is able to speak to us. The more we hear and listen themore we are able to do. The quiet heart prepares us foraction. I believe that it is this heart of sincerity to hear fromGod that would get us to do more in days than we could havein years.You see the most important decision in having that continuitywith God fulfilled is the firm decision made to spend timewith God. The decision to set a time and then make a place tospend with God helps to have that quiet time with God. Thequiet time and quiet place sets the precedent for a still heartbefore God. It is this very heart that God can now speak to. Tohave come thus far in ones’ prayer life is to have the ability tonow hear from God and also gives one the opportunity tospeak to God. ‘Come away’ – the coming away for us is not a gentle act, butone of persuasion. The hustle and bustle of everyday life doesnot make room for God in our lives. To come away wouldmean more to ‘run away’.  It is then that we are able to hear
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the heart, the cry and the voice of God. Jesus exemplified thismystery for when the disciples searched for Him He wasfound praying...... Luke 5.16 ‘but Jesus often withdrew tolonely places and prayed’.  When the disciples looked for Jesus they found him in a quietplace praying. It is on one of those occasions that they askedJesus ‘Teach us how to pray’. And so it is that we now havethe Lords’ prayer. Of all positions God enjoys the quiet heartfor it is through this position He is most able to have His way.It is the quiet heart that God takes as His own to be used byHim. It  is this very heart that is most pliable in Gods hand forit this one that puts Him first and so fulfil the most importantcommandment of the Bible, ‘To love the Lord your God withall your heart.’When the heart of man has been impregnated with the willof God it is then helped by the Holy Spirit to bring Gods’kingdom wherever he may go. May your heart today be onethat is adjustable, flexible and adaptable for God to use. Theduty of Prayer brings a man to this place. Prayer brings us tobe more intimate with God, more intimate with the affairs ofHeaven. The more we come to know about the secrets ofHeaven the more we are able to implement those rulesthrough the Holy Spirit here on earth. And so it is that wefulfil an important part of Prayer – ‘your will be done on earthas it is in Heaven’  

Dear Lord even though I am surrounded by so much I praytoday that you will help my heart be still so that I may hearwhat you want to say to me today. Create in me a clean andpure heart I pray. Amen
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OUR FATHER
2.2 Protocol.Is it not strange how we follow protocol when it comes to somany of our earthly activities. In fact the diligence we have infollowing these earthly matters far too often exceeds thediligence we have concerning the things of God. Prayer is oneof those aspects that we so often lack the diligence and theprotocol. When I speak about diligence then I want you to bemindful of the most important commandment given to manand that is God be given first place and priority in your life.Priority is to give God main concern, it is give God precedenceover everything else and letting Him have His way. This wewill share later on.When it comes to protocol imagine you were to receive a callfrom the presidents’ office to meet with the president of yourcountry tomorrow. Apart from it being a honour, you willcertainly not go to him unprepared. One of the first thingsyou would enquire would be the dress code, you may enquire
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about the matter at hand, you would find out more abouthim as a person and you would enquire that manner of howyou may approach him and the way you are to speak to him.All of this becomes very useful as it is not the same as visitinga friend down the road. You would make sure that you arewell prepared. Remember that this is your president that weare speaking of, now what about God, your creator and Kingof the heavens and the earth. Has he not called you to comeand meet with Him and how are you responding? I want youto think about this.The life of prayer demands protocol. As New Testamentpriests we too have a protocol to follow. It is not the same asthe worlds’ but it is a protocol more important. Firstly youmust know that there is no other way to the Father exceptthrough His Son Jesus Christ. John 14. 6 make this very clear. ‘... No one comes to the Father except through me.’Living as New Testament priests means there is a protocol tofollow. For this reason Jesus demonstrated to His discipleshow they should pray. When the disciples came to Jesus andasked Him to teach them how they should pray, Jesus did notreply: ‘follow your heart and pray whatever is in your heart.’But instead His reply was ‘after this manner pray’The manner that Jesus thought the disciples to pray is themanner we are all called to pray. Please understand that themanner of praying that Jesus spoke of is not a ritual as somany think it is but it is the way of approach to a Holy Godand the direction of our hearts to His.The ‘Lords’ prayer’ or the ‘Our Father prayer’ as we know it,has the most complete and absolute utterances that childrenof God may cast back to Heaven. The personal petitionscontained in this prayer are very modest- daily bread,
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forgiveness, and deliverance from sins’ power. Yet they arewhat comprise all things that pertain to life and Holiness. Ipray that your eyes will be opened today to the guidelines ofapproach to this our heavenly Father.Watch and Pray without ceasing. 3.30

2.3 the manner of prayer - protocol To pray as heaven wouldwish is to echo the very words that beat and come togetherwith our Heavenly Father. This is to be at peace with God. Ifprayer was whatever we desired to utter before God then wewould not have been warned by Lord. By Jesusdemonstrating the manner that we ought to pray He wasteaching us the correct way of approaching the throne of theFather. And where there is correct way there is bound to be awrong way that will rise up. The manner shown by the Lordshows us that the way we are to come into the presence ofour Father is of priority and protocol. Hear what Jesus warns us about praying foolishly.’’ And when you pray, do not keepon babbling like pagans, for they think that they will be heardbecause of their many words. For by your words you will beacquitted, and by your words you will be condemned. Do notbe like them (the pagans), for your Father knows what youneed before you ask Him” Matt. 6. 7-8
Therefore the ‘’Our Father’’/Lords’ Prayer as it is called is themost complete and absolute utterances children of God maycast back to heaven. To pray after the manner shown to us bythe Lord gives strength to our desire to pray as it is in Gods’
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will in the first place. The mind is also kept from wanderingfor there is much to be prayed for when we follow in themanner given to us. To receive from the Lord is to hear fromthe Lord. To hear from God is to live a life in the Spirit. ’Hewho belongs to God hears what God says.......’John 8.47 ‘Inthis manner, therefore pray’ Matt. 6.9 was the instruction andadvise given to us by the Lord. We would be wise to obey andin so doing experience the richness hidden for God’s peoplethrough the life of prayer. May you welcome the life hidden inprayer?
The Lord’s Prayer To know the manner and ways I am to comebefore the King of kings, must never be taken for granted. Itholds the key in, to you being in His presence or not. This isabout a KING, His Kingdom and the Provisions set aside in thisKingdom. Any wonder why Jesus said ‘THIS THEN IS HOWYOU SHOULD PRAY...Matt. 6.9‘OUR FATHER’We have been speaking about the manner set out in Gods’word for us to approach Him. This as we have called it isprotocol. In other words there is a procedure for us to follow.The Lords’ Prayer or ‘Our Father’ Prayer unlocks for us thedoors that will lead us to better praying.  Firstly the ‘Our Father’ Prayer starts by giving us the believeridentity ‘OUR FATHER’. I remember how blown over I waswhen I first when to God in this manner, this simple truth thatallowed me to approach this mighty God as my Father. Itspoke of me of belonging to Him. I knew straight away that Iwas in the right place. Being in this right place meant I wasgiven a special privilege that all do not have. For rememberwhat we said not all can come to the Father except those that
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come to Him through His Son. John 14.6That word ‘Our’ truly overcomes the concept of God notbeing approachable. In other words it speaks to us about aGod who is approachable. The Old Testament prophets, menand women of God were never given this privilege. We readthat when they approached God it was never by thatexclusivity of God being approached as Father. We areblessed to approach Him in such a way, but more so it is notjust the approach but who we are in Him. Without having thisposition everything else changes. That word ‘OUR’ gives to usidentity(x2), it gives to us a sense of uniqueness. It gives usexclusivity. The ‘Our Father’ prayer can not be prayed by allmen. For it is reserved for the children of God. And by sodoing it gives us an advantage that many do not have. Manypeople from other religions think they have this right but theydo not. We are all Gods’ creation but we are all not sons anddaughters of God(x2).  Are you understanding what I am saying?. I mention this today so that you will take advantageof this powerful truth of God being our Father.To have a Father in God describes our condition. It helps us tounderstand and share in with God. Jesus said in His word inMatthew 7.11 ‘ if you, then, though you are evil, know how togive good gifts to your children, how much more will yourFather in Heaven give good gifts to them who ask Him?’ Again I want to bring home to you this important truth ofwho God is. He is our Father and we must accept that we areHis children and take hold of the special favour and privilegeHe has afforded us. This favour comes with a price but thatprice has already been paid for in Jesus Christ. May you todaynot feel ashamed or guilty to come to God and know that Heis a Father to you and me. It starts with how you come to
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Him, how you approach Him. If you have established this inyour heart, it sets the precedent for you to keep pressing onno matter what.I leave you with the words that Jesus gave to us in John 14.1 ‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God, trust also inme. In my Fathers’( also implying your Fathers’) house aremany rooms, if it were not so I would have told you. I amgoing there to prepare a place for you.’
One may ask if prayer is from the heart then why do we needa method of prayer? Prayer is spiritual and very much fromthe heart – true prayer that is! Yet our hearts are either closeor so far away from God. Our words may be fixed like arecited poem yet each day our hearts shift, moves anddisplaces itself like the crater beneath the earth. The mannerof prayer given to us helps us focus more so enveloping allthat God would have us do and have us receive. Any teachingthat distances itself from this method of prayer has itspurpose in dishonoring what God desires and cutting shortour growth in Him. The Bible teaches us that God desires forthat which is in Heaven to be on here earth. We can onlyhave this through the medium of the spirit – His Holy Spirit atwork with our spirit. He deliberately calls us to pray so. In thebook of Matthew, Jesus warned His disciples to pray what theFather would have them to pray. ‘Do not be like them(hypocrites), for your Father knows what you need before youask Him.’ Matthew 6.8. When the disciples came to Jesus, asking Him to be taughthow to pray, His replied to them was “in this manner youmust pray: 
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Our Father in Heaven,1 Hallowed be your name, 2Your kingdom come,On earth as it is in Heaven.3 Give us today our daily bread.4 Forgive us our debts,5 As we also have forgiven our debtors.6 And lead us not into temptation,7 But deliver from the evil one.”For yours is the Kingdom and the power,and the glory forever. Amen

The Our Father Prayer or the Lord’s Prayer must first beunderstood as a daily prayer. It is a daily prayer for it resolvesthe daily issues of everyday life for the believer. Together withthe six requests from God, it has us praise Him, be thankful toHim and honor Him. It concludes with us being in agreementwith Him by us expressing it is so when we finally say Amen.God exists in His Heavenly realm and our work here is to builda dwelling place with and for Him. The physical temple wasbuilt with accurate dimensions, filled with the most valuableand guarded by the most holy. It was simply a symbol of whatGod is building now. The Prayer of Lord entails all the spiritualbuilding supplies for this final spiritual temple. We receiveand use it by faith as this temple grows each day. We can onlydo so through and in the spirit realm for God is spirit.1Corinthians2.The more passionate we are about the plans ofGod in building this spiritual tabernacle the closer we are tothe establishment of this spiritual House of God. We are thespiritual temple of God here on earth. We are the earthen
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vessel that must house the treasure of God. This treasure isthe desires of God’s heart. The traveller having found atreasure went and sold all that he had to buy the land. Wetoo must sacrifice all for this treasure.  Scripture… TheApostle Paul left everything behind and counted it as loss togain what was hidden in the spiritual realm. In other wordswhat God prepared, that which was Heavenly for himmattered more than anything else. SCRIPTURE… We theearthen vessel must forever be opened for that treasure fromthe Heavens to fill us. All of this treasure is in Christ given bythe Father. A war will continue to rage in the heavens of theenemy’s domain but we nevertheless by faith must dailypursue God’s eternal plan. His plan is revealed in prayer, deepintimacy with Him. How are we to go on, what are we to do ifwe know not the intimate details of this daily walk? It is inprayer that the secrets of God are revealed. This is intimacywhen we are quiet and God is speaking, were we arespeaking as we are led. There must be enough spiritual roomfor discernment in every believer, every day, if not we arefooled by the sound we have heard. If not we question, ourtrials and pain helping to do so. We begin to doubt and likeEve we hear ‘did God really say that? Genesis 3.2 We mayhear a voice, but it may not be Him. One on one with Himconsistently, is how we learn to discern it His Him. God isomnipresent and may use the wind, the earthquake and eventhe fire to speak. Yet the mission He has for you and I is apersonal one first and personal to Him too. The ‘whisper’ ofthe Lord is the intimate inner voice of God. 1Kings19.Nehemiah the prophet prayed, God answered yet he told noone what the Lord had put in his heart to do for Jerusalem.Nehemiah 2.12
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The Lord’s Prayer reminds us that though salvation has comeand we now have access to His Heavenly realm, it is by faithin Christ that we receive it nevertheless. We are deliveredfrom our past sins and they hold no witness to what we oncewas nor where we come from.  Yet on a daily basis there issin, so much of it unknowingly committed by us. We look inthe wrong direction, we agree with our carnal minds, we takesides when we should not, we get angry, we utter the wrongthings and forget that God is watching and deserving.Therefore ever pounding knocks daily by the enemy toimprison and shame us to God for we helped as He hashelped us too. It is a new day and we are asking the Father toforgive us for our daily sins, to strengthen us, feed and leadus. The Lord on High has permitted that we come it and wesurvive yet another day. Thank You Lord. 
The manner of prayer Jesus taught His disciples is one neverprayed before. He introduced them to this prayer for it wasthe time to do so. Prior to the Lord Jesus being sent to earth,there was no direct access to the Father in Heaven. Jesus nowopened the way for them to pray directly to the Father. InJohn 16.24 Jesus reminds the disciples that until now theyhad asked nothing in His Name. They had nothing revealed tothem for them to ask in His Name. In John 16.23 Jesus nowsays to them they will ask anything in His Name and theFather will give it to them. The door opened to the Father bythe Lord Jesus now completes the joy of the believer havingreceived. This asking of anything in the Name of Jesus must never beconfused with asking of whatever we may feel like, giving



                                  ON YOUR KNEES 

49                                                            Worldwide Prayer Watch Series

pleasure to the flesh. That which has already been preparedto be given through the Way Jesus has opened for us is theWill of God and that is the prayer we pray. That from earthwhich goes into the Heaven into the Fathers’ Presence mayonly find its way through the door opened by Jesus. This isthe only Way. ‘I am the Way…’ said Jesus to them..scriptureThis Name will only allow what Heaven has already decreed.Therefore anything asked must be that which is already in theSpiritual realm of Heaven. Two things have happened here. 1.Jesus has opened the way for us to the Father. 2. And becausewe can only ask in the Name, means we cannot ask foranything of the flesh or simply put, that which is not God’sWill for us. The Name of Jesus and the Will of God for us workhand in hand.  Jesus also explained to the disciples that whatever is asked ofthe Father in His Name is what He Jesus will do. John 14.13.We can clearly here see that Jesus is able and given theauthority to do for us what the Father has permitted. Themore Jesus does the more the Father is glorified in Him. Therevelation of oneness must be seen here. 
The Pharisses of the day thought that their strict adherenceto what was given to Moses was sufficient for them to livethis Godly life. In other words all they needed now was theirreturn of their Messiah and be taken into this Heaven. If we neglect the Lord’s Prayer then we may also be guilty ofbelieving that what Christ has done releases us from arenewed walk with God each day. Is that not why we neglectprayer?  All we must do is wait for His return so we believe,working out the dates and times and mysteries surroundingHis return. But it is not so, since we have choices and have to
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make decisions each moment. Those final decisions nomatter in what area of our lives they may be are bound toconflict with what God may have planned for us today. The Lord’s Prayer covers areas in our lives that we may nothave seen and therefore not asked God help for. Before I goany further, these writings are not to religiously bring youinto a place where you are only praying the Lord’s Prayershown here, but rather that what is revealed here will helpyou see what is lacking in your present day prayers. I praythat those empty spaces may be now filled. Equally importantis that you are encouraged to pray and pray without ceasing.How we enter into the Presence of God is also very importantand so often we fall short because our supplications are sourgent.  How often in our daily prayers do we offer thanks toGod together with our supplications?  So often we nevercome into God’s Presence adoring Him and acknowledgingHim as our Father.  This manner of prayer helps rememberthat the name of God is powerful. We enter and leave in thatName. Our comings and goings must be in that Name. When Ienter a place, I must do as one who has come in the Name ofThe Lord, the same when I leave.  We are now citizens of aHeavenly Kingdom seated with Christ, Colossians 3.1. TheKingdom of God is being established here through thebeliever in two ways. 1. In accepting what God has donethrough Christ, we live out this Kingdom through the spirit inthe flesh here on earth. 2. We are sent by Him to tell othersabout this Spiritual Kingdom and therefore have His Kingdomestablished in the hearts of more people.  We pray withoutceasing that more people will desire this na thereby have HisKingdom established here on earth. God’s Will is found onlyin this Kingdom. The Kingdom of God is made up of His Will.
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We may have severe opposition for doing so, nevertheless HisKingdom must come so that lives are saved from adegenerating world. It is in prayer that God through His Spiritreveals to us His Will. Prayer has always been God’s designand idea not ours. Prayer is how God may speak to us. Prayeris a design by Him and way for us to listen to Him. Oursupplications are one of those ways we get the attention ofGod – earth to Heaven praying. Though the real purpose ofprayer is Heaven to earth praying, where our focus is foreverwhat is already established for us. This already establishmentis revealed to us in our close, intimate walk with God. Hisdesire for us revealed only to a willing heart.  What Hereveals is what we give back to Him. How do we give back toHim that which we have not accepted from Him? This isprayer. It is the Lord revealing and we in submission sending itback to Him as our evidence that we are in agreement. It sayswe have a heart like Him that is ready for Him to do what HeHas already purposed to do. The Kingdom of Heaven is filledwith Gods purpose, plans and His Will for man and earthalike. You and I must come into that realm of understandingwhat that is. Christ has opened that WAY for us. God is spiritand so is man. Therefore God has given the Holy Spirit toJesus who has given Him to us. This helps us communicateand be with God. The Holy Spirit is our Teacher, Comforterand One who helps in our prayers.The religion of the day was proven in just the manner of theirprayers. Jesus saw this. He saw the man in the synagogue andmay have shook His head. He may have hoped that the manon the street corner would stop, this could not go on, all hisefforts in vain. He saw the resounding cong, the missed targetover and over again, the time wasted and the tongue giving
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death instead of life. This was God the Son on earth, surely itsaddened Him. The sadness was more that the manner theyprayed was a manner deeply instilled in them. To changethem, would prove even further that was not who He claimedto be. A great sadness for what they knew not. The mannerof approaching the Father one the religious never heard ofand were not willing too. ‘But you’ He said, ‘be not like them’Matthew 6.8This prayer had lot to do with forgiveness, forgiving thosewho trespassed against you. This forgiveness had much abouteveryday life. If the disciples were to receive Jesus has theMessiah then this would have to be at the forefront of thisnew dispensation to come. This manner of prayer was greatlyneeded, for if this is the Will of God in Heaven, then it wasnot easy. When Jesus answered them as to how many timeswere they to forgive a brother who had sinned against them,there reply was a prayer. ‘Lord give us more faith’ Here wesee that should they follow through with this manner ofprayer, God would answer to His Will. Great is the desire ofour Father that we forgiving. The emphasis on forgiveness isso important to help us, therefore it’s given in this manner ofprayer.  After introducing them to this manner of prayer,Jesus immediately explains further in Mathew 14 no otheraspect of this prayer but that of forgiveness. Though the Willof the Father through Jesus is the core of this praying, itincorporates forgiveness as the building block to anythingelse to be received by the believer.Jesus said ‘ …then your Father in Heaven who sees in secretwill reward you openly ’ Matthew 6.6. The Father, whom noman can fool, sees in secret, the deep things of the heart. It isin the closet that we are challenged about the issues of our
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heart. We hear more clearly alone with God behind a ‘closed’door. It is called listening.
We must be careful that even when we are genuine in ourpraying, a slight eye movement of the road for the attentionof another to see may forfeit the Glory deserving to God.Even a well versed prayer with all the promises may becomenull and void. I pray that what has begun with God neverbecome an ‘eye-sore’ to Him. His Spirit who began this workin us must be given way in our lives all the time. For His Spiritnever deviates from the Will of God. 
We as believers are to be that – believers. We do not have in ourselves to pray prayers to a Heavenly God without His SonJesus as the Way and His Holy Spirit as the One who leads us.  ‘……..We do not know what we ought to pray for, but theHoly Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groans that wordscannot express.’ Romans 8.26 In other words the writer issaying we are limited without Help from above. The HolySpirit who is the only One here on earth who knows all Godhas for us from above.  Therefore we should be praying Heleads us. The Holy Spirit does not take us through the Lords’Prayer line for line and word for word but rather thegroanings and leading of the Holy Spirit covers all manner ofprayer  so that we are not lacking in any area of our lives.The Bible tells us that God searches all hearts. Yet when itcomes to the believer God knows the mind of the Holy Spirit.This may seem confusing but is not. When we becomebelievers we receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. It is an integralpart of salvation. 
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Hallowed Be Thy Name
The church has pressed the uncensored button. The vehiclehas moved out of control and killing people, buildingscrumbling and even more are dying. You pressed a buttonyou should not have pressed. There’s a friend who haswitnessed it all. He comes to Help you. For a while youinstantly place the blame on him but the truth is too far openand your friend is still here to help.As Moses made excuses not to go to Pharaoh to rescue God’speople he asked a very important question to Him. Exodus3.13 ‘’….suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them ‘TheGod of your fathers have sent me to you,’ and they ask me,‘What is His name?’ Then what shall I say to them?” God saidto Moses tell them ‘I AM has sent you’You see the Israelites understood that the name of a god waswho he was. The God of Abraham was the God they feared.The God of Abraham is the one their forefathers trusted andtheir cry over this 400 year period was to Him. For the bible
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tells us the cry of His people had come up to Him Exodus 3.7.Through stories of old they had heard of the mighty miraclesof the God of their forefathers. Whenever God appeared tohelp anyone of their forefathers or to speak to them, theyfeared knowing they had met with God. They built memorialsbefore leaving that place. It was a reminder for thegenerations to come that He, the God of the Heavens and theearth was whom they could put their faith in. He was thesame who promised Abraham to be his God and the God ofhis descendants. He was the same who promised their fatherAbraham that He will give to him and his descendants theland as an everlasting possession and to be their God. Theyhoped for what they did not have, yet waited.  So theimportance of them knowing the Name of this God that sentthis man Moses was important to them. They may not havebeen a much surrendered people to this God. We see thisfrom their behavior having crossed the Red Sea. They were His people nevertheless and the promises He made to theirforefathers speaks about them and the generations that wereto come after them. They would have also known it was timefor them to come out of slavery and with a great deal ofpossessions with it. A man in much pain, much anguish willcall out in agony. Even louder will his cry be, when he knowsthere is for him a promise of better things.Genesis.14.13-16 The place where Abraham sacrificed a lambinstead of his son was called ‘The Lord Will Provide’ He built amemorial there for Who God is. Genesis 22.14 Jacob pouredoil on the stone he laid his head on the night before and thencalled that place Bethel, meaning House of God. Again alonghis journey he named another place Galeed, for God was hisWitness. And in Genesis 32, we see him again meeting God,
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wrestling through the night with Him. He leaves that place tomeet with his brother Esau but not before naming that Peniel, Face of God.God is who He says He is yet also He is who He is by what Hedoes. In essence God was telling Moses because of my Lovefor my people, I remain faithful and will be to them as myname decrees.Our Father who art in Heaven, Hallowed be thy name mustnever be taken for granted. The name of the Lord to you and Ias Gentiles is who He is, was and to be. The name of the Lordis precious. As Christians we must not take His name in vainfor it is Holy. I remember as a little boy being told not tomention the name Mandela and as history went on Mandelabecame a household name in South Africa and abroad. Somuch so that he Nelson Mandela became an idol to mostpeople in the land of South Africa. His name opened up doorshere and abroad for many. Yet he was just human being. If he were to sign a promissory note for any amount, I am sure nobank would have refused to honor it in this country. For thename Mandela went with his greatness as a person.Remember though we are not referring to a mere man whenit comes to God our Father. God’s name is what we have forus today. It is Holy, it is sacred and by faith we should declareit in the spiritual realm. We are to use it as Who He is to us.My healing must be declared in faith for that is who He is –My Healer. My provision must be received in faith, for HeSees – My Provider. He leads me for He is My Shepherd; He ismy peace for He is God my Peace. As we turn to God daily wemust declare His Name. The declaration of His Name, in ourprayers for a nation, a leader and the Church must be takenseriously. It is in His Name that Our Father does and enables
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us we seek Him. The presence of God in a place is afulfillment of that Will of God is. As we pray the Names ofGod for we are in essence praying the Will of God for thatsituation, place or person. God’s Name is Holy; therefore weneed the Holy Spirit to help us pray the Will of God.Hallowed be thy Name. we do not know always how to pray,but His Spirit helps to pray. If I enquired who was at the door? The reply I received helpsme know who it is. That person as identified himself by hisname. By that name I identify the person.as  I have beenidentified by my name. My name is how I am identified by. 
….seven petitions in the Lord’s PrayerPart of seeking first the kingdom is this forgiveness.May not look like one of the the six petitions but it is.

THY KINGDOM COMETo understand the Kingdom.You know our understanding of the basics of Gods’ kingdomwill actually help us understand why prayer is so important inthe lives of us believers. Understanding how the kingdom of
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God operates will help us know why God has placed suchsignificance to prayer. First of all we need to understand thatGod is King. One who is king will always have a kingdom torule. That kingdom of God is the Kingdom of Heaven. Everykingdom has a set of rules that govern that kingdom. Godreigns in His Kingdom and has absolute and sovereign reignover all things. The earth also belongs to God but He hasgiven this to man to reign in. Man is to rule earth by the setof rules set up by God and His Kingdom. For man to knowhow to rule in this kingdom he must be first acquainted withthe King and His set of rules. This will give man a better gripon his reign here on earth. You see Prayer is that means thatGod has designed or proposed for man to know what is inheaven. When man knows what is in Heaven and is familiarwith the Kings’ ways he can then apply them on earth.  ‘ Yourkingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.’Matthew 6.10 .  Simply put Prayer helps man to reign. Prayer is the means that transfers that which is spiritual tothe physical which is earth. God has given us the Holy Spiritto help us do so. Now here in lies the problem. If we arefound lacking or sluggish in our praying there will be verylittle of Heaven here on earth.x2. The more the body faints inpraying the more earth is bound to crumble. Many thingshave piled up in heaven based on this simple truth of peoplenot praying. Heaven is not selfish to release what it has forearth. Remember what God has for earth is already plannedand ready to be released from heaven. ‘Your will be done onearth as it is already done in heaven.’ 
Before we go any further we must understand the followingthat God is Spirit. Though we have a physical body we are all
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spiritual beings. The Kingdom of God is a spiritual one. Weenter into this Kingdom for His Son has made it possible. TheBible tells us that when sin entered man, there immediatelycame a separation between God and man. That separationremained for centuries with a promise through the prophetsthat that way between man and God will one day be clearedagain. That means that there was going to come a time whenman would have access to God’s Kingdom through this spiritrealm. This has now been made by Christ His Son. Christopened the way for us. Mark 15.37 -38. The Bible tells us thatas a symbol of this separation between man and God, Moseswas asked build a tabernacle representing this Holy place ofGod. There was the outer, inner and Holy of Holies where theark was kept and that a very sacred place. This was were themercy seat of God was kept Exodus 26.33. So sacred was thisHoly of Holies is that for the Priest of God to enter in, he hadto make sure he was purified and holy and in right standing with God. The scriptures tells that if a Priest entered the Holyof Holies with any sin he was struck down and died in thatplace. So much so that each time the priest entered, he had arope attached to his garment that if he died in there, he hadto be dragged out using this rope instead of some otherPriest going in and carrying him out. When Christ breathedHis last, we are told that the curtain of the temple tore intotwo from top to bottom as a symbol that the Heaven the Holyplace of God was opened. Verse. This means that Christ’sdeath opened the way for God’s Kingdom to be establishedhere on earth. I make reference to this to help youunderstand and make you aware of what Christ did for us andthe thanks due to Him. Here we are on earth, sinners savedby grace and now have access into this the Holy of Holies that
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even the priests of old did not. What Christ did opened upthe access that we never had into the Kingdom of God. Nowwe are taken into this realm where God resides and are ableunderstand what God’s Will is for our lives.   In 2 Corinthains 12. 2-3 we read that Paul was caught up inspirit into this realm. We therefore can conclude for what weknow now that there exists three realms. We understandfrom Ephesians 2.1 that the evil one is the ruler of thiskingdom of the air. He rules from there and his spirit is atwork in those who disobedient. Therefore we are on earthcan safely say we are in this the first realm. Being in thissecond realm, the enemy puts up a fight with God’s children.He never wants to have what God has purposed for us let alne us having acces to this place. We thank God that weHave the Holy Spirit who strengthens us and enables tocontinue without ceasing. As this fight in the heavenly realmpursues viciously we Jesus Christ who stands between Godand us continually advocating our innocence through whatHe has already done. God does what He must do through Hisson. The battle rages on nevertheless. Ephesians 6.12 tellsthat our struggle is not against flesh and blood but againstthese rulers, authorities and powers of this dark world. Thisrealm is filled with spiritual forces of evil and are foreverlooking to stall us. Prayer is the way designed by God toovercome this vicious war. We do always know what to praybut God helps through His Spirit. Romans…Therefore anyone who teaches that the Kingdom of God hasalready been established here on earth and therefore theLord’s Prayer is not valid is teaching a wrong doctrine. Thisgives way for great access for the enemy into our lives to roband steal from us what should be established here on earth.
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When we pray for the Kingdom of God to come we are doingthe following:1 We acknowledge and accept the this Kingdom of God. Weapprove of it in our lives.2 We want this Kingdom in our lives.
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The Will of GodPrayer is simply the union of the believers’ thoughts withGods’ x2. Prayer is Gods’ way of telling the church what Hewishes to be done on earth. The duty of the believer is topray out this accomplishment here on earth. Prayer is notmeant to enlighten God. God knows all things. Prayerexpresses our faith, our trust and expectations of Him. Inother words our prayers must show forth to God that wedesire what He already has purposed for us. The meaning ofthat word amen is not ‘let it be’ because I prayed it so but ‘itis so’ because you have already said so according to yourword.
Prayer, true praying is not asking of God to do what we want,although we may think so, its’ certainly not. Our praying andthe strength of our praying will determine how much of whatGod so desires, is really being accomplished here on earth.Matthew 6.10 says ‘your kingdom come, your will be done onearth as it is in heaven’Other bible translations have it has ‘as it is already done inheaven.’ The fact that God has already prepared it for you
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also means He is not going to alter that which He already hasprepared for you. What he has prepared is the best. Whathappens though is that much of what God has purposed forus is stalled in heaven because of our lack of praying or ourwrong way of praying. Many things have piled up in heavensimply because man will not pray according to Gods’ will. Now let me briefly explain that word ‘will’ which is found inMatthew 6.10.
Will – In the original Greek has two meaning:1 – ‘Boulema’- eternal will of God. In other words it will bedone whether you like it or not.Eg. The return of Christ, the gathering of the elect,matt.24.30-31, the judgement of each person according towhat he has done here on earth.Rev.20.132 – Thelema – This is God’s desire for us and is dependant onus- the response of the believer. Do you want what God hasfor you? Prayer makes known to God your heart. Theresponse to that is made very clear in Jeremiah 29.12-13‘Then you will call upon me and pray to me, and I will listen toyou. You will seek me and find me when you seek me with allyour heart.’
The key here is for God to see that your heart truly desires tohave what He has for you, or that you are at least willing forHim to change your heart - The willingness for God to giveyou a new heart.   
In our willingness to do it Gods’ way we will be drawn into awhole new life – a life hidden in prayer.
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The Will of God for what He has created exists within therealm of His Kingdom. Thy Kingdom come Thy Will be done.God is King and a king operates within a Kingdom. His word isfinal. What he wills must take it’s course. It is here that prayerhelps understand the Will of God for every aspect of theeartly life. That being spiritual being of man whilst he walksthis earth, the natural this includes plant and animal life.Jesus said, He cares for the birds of the air and the lilies of thefield without fail, how important so  are we to Him. Thisincludes the way we interact with each other. That is thesocial aspect of His Will for us. God Wills a certain path wemust take when dealing with matters with man. To often weare not aware of our God would have us deal with this issueas compared how we normally deal with it. Man has many strifes with other men and his first way is to deal with it in thenatural way. Often when that fails he then goes to the law.The law becomes his final option. But if he were go to Godfirst he would be  surprised how He would have wanted himto handle the matter. God’s answer to the problem is theperfect answer.  We must learn to pray ‘Lord what is your Willfor me in this situation?’ or ‘Lord how would you have mehandle this situation? The more we go to God for advice, theless mistakes we make.In praying God’s Will we have to begin with ourselves. Wethen must pray for those around us, our loved ones, ourwives, sons and daughters, other family members,neighbours, acquantinces, government  and the stranger. Inall of this we must remember the Church and how it fits intoall of this. For God’s Will through Christ is to work throughthe corporate body and rescue the lost out of an already
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condemned world. Lord we Pray your Will firstly in our lives. Our obedience toYour Will has it is revealed to us. We are to pray that Will inour spiritual lives. That our minds and thoughts be totallysurrended to the Lord at all times. We must pray that ourminds are fixed on what the Lord wants to do through us andfor us. It is this area of our thoughts that the attack is mostsevere. God has given us all a measure of faith to hope forwhat for He has already has. This is His Will, the very thing Hehopes for us. When the enemy approached Eve, the ploy hefirst uses was to place doubt in what God had already said.His first words to Eve were ‘Did God really say…? Genesis 3.1.We must pray that our thoughts are fixed on the Lord and bethankful knowing that we cannot on our own do this. Wewere never asked to in the first place. Religion has taught usotherwise. We do not have to defeat the enemy, he alreadyis. Ours is to rest in Christ and His finished work. Any effort by us will fail miserably. Paul therefore said he was no longeralive, but the Christ in him was Galatians 2.20. Even thearchangel Michael when in dispute with the enemy dare notbring a slanderous accusation against him but said ‘The LordRebuke you’ Jude 9. We see how God wants us to havenothing even by the tiniest error, to interefere with our walkin the Spirit. The enemy is forever looking for an accusationagainst us and even wills it that we may come up against himin error. This gives him a chance to accuse us before the Lord.The Bible tells us that we are put the armor of God and stand.We resist him by standing. The closer we are with God thefurther away is the enemy from lives. We must learn toforever be in that presence of the Lord, hiding under Hisshelter.  
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Remember the work of God is finished. This work includes allthat He had in mind for us. Again Jesus came to make a wayfor us to receive what He has for us. Most times we apt tothink that God is doing a new work, yet really not. We pray toHim that we come into that which already finished.When praying for loved ones we must ask the Lord throughHis Spirit to be at work in our sons and daughters and thattheir lives be filled with the knowledge of the Will of God.Neither do you nor I ever want to have our close oneswalking in the ways of the world. Looking around this is notas simple as we may think it is, for this is a spiritual battle inthe heavenlies. Many of us have made mistakes in decisionmaking when it comes to our children and how we haveguided them over the years. We cannot undo that but we canbring it to Him and pray that in spite of our mistakes there isstill hope with God that they come into His Will. Let us notbrag about our children but instead be thankful to God when we see them on this path with God. The enemy goes aroundmarking whom he thinks he can entice. They may fall at anytime and therefore our praying without ceasing for them is soimportant. This road they walk, like us, is a very narrow one. Social how respond to each other.. manners, respect etcGovernment …..wisdom, God’s Will to continue. Certainpeople, certain decisions as painful as it is, we pray it so, sothat Prophecy may be fulfilled. Pray for laws that do not linewith God’s Word. Politicians that represent are in governmentunder the disguise of standing up for the Will of God. Politicsand God’s way can never mix especially not in democracy asdemocracy is against Kingdom rule. All our supplications, every request comes through the Wayset by His Son. If it is allowed through this Way to Heaven
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God has seen His Son and He will answer. The answer to ourprayers is just that – His Son. We see to ask in the Will of God,for the Holy Spirit opens our eyes to see the Way andtherefore the Will of Him seated in Heaven. No prayer, I meanno prayer can reach Heaven without His Son Jesus. The HolySpirit shows leads us to Jesus who opens this Way for us. God searches our hearts to see if we have the mind of theSpirit. He who searches knows the mind of the Spirit. TheSpirit is here to help us. The Spirit of God intercedes for thesaints in accordance to God’s Will.  Romans 8.27 
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As it is Done
10.1 Heaven Too Earth Praying  If we settle in our minds that Prayer is only about us asking ofGod, then we have unfortunately settled for very littlecompared to what God has to offer. Settling for earth toHeaven prayers is a very low level of Praying. It is God's desirethat we settle for His will and that is Heaven to earth Praying.Heaven to earth praying always involves God's will. ''......yetnot my will, but (always) yours be done." Luke 22.42. This wasthe cry of Jesus as He prayed on the Mount of Olives. Thebible goes on to say that as soon as He spoke these words anangel from heaven appeared to Him and strengthened Him.We are never left alone and we too will be strengthened aswe prepare to listen and obey the Lord. Prayer for most timeswill involve us listening. Listening enables to do that which isGodly because it gets us to be at the right place at the righttime to be used by the Lord. Our problem today is not aboutdoing ‘good’, in fact there is a lot of good being done outthere by those in and out of the body of Christ. Our problemis the timing of doing that which is good. The timing is alwaysrelative to the obedience of God’s voice. When the timing isright which is according to God's will then that which is inHeaven will be done on earth. And the only way we as God'speople are going to get the timing right of discerning howand when, is by making time with the Lord. The knowledge of
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heaven is a spiritual one and come through living a life in theSpirit. Are you willing to be led by His Spirit. That leading willcome when you spend more time with Gods ‘Spirit.Are you willing to listen to Him today?  In order to do so youwill have to make time to listen and making time meansmaking time to PRAY.  This then is the Life Hidden in Prayer.

After this Manner Pray
The manner of praying that Jesus showed His disciples inMatthew 6 straight away brought them closer to Him. I thinkvery often we fail to realize what it means to reach out andmeet with this awesome God. It is easy to talk about Prayeryet difficult to Pray. Why is that so? Too often we have become so relaxed in the things of Godand therefore casual about the actual act of praying. We havebecome careless in our praying. Our half heartedness hasresulted in our lacking the passion and energy to pray.. Whydo I say this and how do we know this? If were praying morethen we would be more focussed. For in praying as the Lordthought us will reveal the heart of God and change ours. Thiswill definitely lead to more praying, for more praying is havinga better relationship with God. When the disciples askedJesus to show them a way to pray, His reply was Matthew 6.9'after this manner.' It is not the words that followed but theattitude one may approach the Father. Although Jesus usedthe word ‘say’ in verse 2 He did not intend for this prayer tobe used as mere ritual. In fact the Lords’ Prayer is in totalcontrast for any to use as a vain repetition. The prayer given
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to us is one meant to acknowledge Gods’ reign andsupremacy in every facet of our lives. This prayer also helps inour relationship with others. In fact there are three veryimportant aspect of this prayer – God, others and uspersonally. It is a prayer that is very focussed, our focus firstbeing on God. The ‘Lords Prayer’ is about having a heart forwhat God has for us. ‘May your will be done.’ Matthew 6.10  We must be willing to accept that GOD knows our desiresbefore we come to Him. Praying according the manner givento us establishes Gods’ will here on earth.  For years now wehave been reciting the Lord’s Prayer but have lacked theattitude and faith that is an integral part of praying. Where isour passion and zeal to meet with God? When we carefully study the Lords’ prayer we will find thatthere is no need that is not provided for in this prayer. We arecalled to pray so that it is done. ‘as it is done in heaven’Matthew 6.10 Praying in the manner given to us sees to that.The praying is ours to do and so is the administrating of whatwe receive or have received. Nothing will change if man doesnot pray, therefore the description for what prayer is, ischange. The change of our hearts first by God releases whatHe has on earth. It comes no other way. When the heart ofman is changed so is the earth as he walks the earth. It isdone 

It is important that we are pliable and flexible in the hand ofGod.  Jesus warned His disciples in the book of Matthew notto be like the pagans who were found babbling in theirprayers.’.....your Father knows what you need before you askHim’ Matt. 6.8. In us knowing that God already knows really
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matters and gives us a greater peace, in us coming to Him.We must be careful.  God knows about our needs and hastherefore made provision for our needs and not our wants.Matt.6.10 says ‘your kingdom come, your will be done onearth as it is in heaven.’ Have you read that carefully? ‘As it isin heaven’ some bible interpretations have it as ‘as it isalready done in heaven’ What is this that God has alreadyprovided.  This is what you and I need to come to know. Andprayer is what helps us know that. Prayer reveals the heart ofGod for us. Many a times we go to God with our selfishdesires and they are nowhere near the perfect will that Hehas for our lives. Knowing is not all, we must still be willing toaccept His will for our lives. God has made provision. That provision is available to those within the kingdom. Thereforeit stands to reason that those partaking of His kingdom mustbe a part of that kingdom. You may partake of many a thingbut are they really a part Gods’ kingdom.  For many of us thedesires of our hearts are not the same as that of the King andHis kingdom. We think it is, yet it really is not. Going to God inPrayer reveals this. Prayer is the means by which God is able to change ourhearts desires so that we are able to accept and receive whatHe has for us. To give God the opportunity to change ourhearts brings glory and honour to Him. For that is what He iswaiting for us to do. Yes God does answer all prayer. But whatis true prayer- it is that which is in the will of God. If all ourpraying is according to Gods’ will then, SURELY they will beanswered.I pray that you will take this opportunity to let God examineyour heart today, and for Him to mould and fashion it thekingdom way, and may you have the peace that comes with
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it. This then anointed, makes up the life hidden in prayer.Welcome it and be a part of what God is doing.

PraiseEver tried praising a man for the good he has done, yet neverappreciating him for it. We cannot praise God each day if wehave no appreciation for Him. We must start with what Hehas done. In appreciation, our spiritual eyes are opened tohow much of that already done is really ours. Our thankfulhearts turn to praise for Him and He is glad. His work is not invain. The parable of the king sending out his servants to theinvited and their refusal to come is just proof of the littleappreciation they had. A further invite  by him, them tellingwhat was prepared still saw them pay no attention. Theirexcuses turned them into murderers. Today the Lord invitesthe lost to come and see what He has done for them. Thereare those who still pay no attention and have become evenmore callous and determined to have nothing get in theirway. There are many invited to appreciate what God hasdone, but few are chosen. Those who are chosen have showna thankful heart, believing that what He has promised hasbeen done for them. Matthew 22. 1.14 There’s places alreadyprepared by the Lord for us. They are places specificallyreserved for each one of us. It is our task to see to see that
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those places are not left empty. Mark 10.40. here lies the key– be appreciative of what God has done. Give thanks to Godfor a new day. Thank Him for the manna of today, your dailybread. Be thankful that He has given time to surrender, to putyour house together and even use a few more years. This isan evil wicked generation and od has single you out. Be glad.When we see God in the little things, having appreciated Himin the little helps us see Him in the larger things. It enables usto be used by God. A man’s payment may simply be theappreciation he hopes having done even so little. How muchmore do you think God loves to be appreciated for all that Hehas done? Just look around you.

ConclusionTo believe that God will come through and to never to give upis the Christ life. Our call to pray without ceasing may just bethe difference of our prayers being answered to them not. Itis know and to therefore pray with passion. To pray withoutceasing may find you alone in the chapel when all othershave moved on. The man who prays constantly may beresponsible for the difference between a city being destroyedand one being saved. For the sake of forty five, for sake ofthirty, for the sake of twenty, for sake of ten even so will Godsave a city, if men will stand in the gap and pray withoutceasing. Gen.18.   For surely God is God who will save a cityeven if there be but one righteous man as long as he can finda man who prays much. May God help us to find them andmay this be the cry of our hearts, men and women who pray
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without ceasing. 


