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Introduction
The purpose of these writings is not toquestion the Salvation of the believer. Thereseems to be a misunderstanding within thebody of Christ when the subject of tongues ismentioned. There is surely no dispute in theWord of God though. As people of God we mustallow ourselves to be led. Romans 8.16 says ‘that the sons of God are led by the Spirit ofGod.’ Sons of God implied here are the childrenof God. But when He the Spirit of truth,comes, He will guide you into all truth…’John 16.13. When Peter stood up to speakafter hearing and experiencing the Out pouringof the Holy Spirit, he did so by the leading ofthe Holy Spirit. It was the leading of the Spiritthat enabled him to explain this apparent truth.‘When they heard this, they were cut to theheart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?’’’ Acts 2.37     
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The key to understanding the purpose ofspeaking and praying in tongues is, knowing thepurpose of the Holy Spirit. One of the basic rulesof bible interpretation is that it takes aminimum of two or three Scriptures toestablish a doctrine. Matthew 18.16; 2 Cor.13.1 Remember that the word of God is life andis a witness to what we say. Acts 2.4, Acts10.46 and Acts 19.6 
When Paul said in 1 Corinthians 13:1, “If Ispeak in the tongues of angels, but have notlove, I am only a resounding gong or aclanging cymbal.’ he was not usingexaggeration neither was Paul using a figure ofspeech. He was stating a truth. This is how thescriptures are often twisted and variousinterpretations of the same verse are assumed.We need to take God at His word. This is appliedfaith. He says what he means and means whatHe says. And the best way to truly find out is tosimply ask God to help us. As God’s people wemust make sure that our intentions are pure.Remember that God knows our hearts. ShowHim the scriptures and ask for revelation of the Truth. And the Spirit of Truth will mostassuredly lead you into all Truth.
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The Purpose of the Holy Spirit
Before Jesus left this earth He made it veryclear that His work here on earth will continue John 14.26 ‘But the counselor, the HolySpirit, whom the Father will send in myname, will teach you all things and remindyou of everything I have said to you.’  John 14...16 ‘I will ask the Father, and Hewill give you another counselor to be withyou for ever – the Spirit of truth.’The purpose of the Holy Spirit is very clear- tobring glory to the Son and to lead all men intoall truth. John 16.13 ‘But when He, the Spiritof truth, comes, He will guide you into alltruth.’ Verse 14 reads ‘He will bring glory tome by taking from what is mine and make itknown to you.’ 
We must understand that God is Spirit.Therefore we need the Holy Spirit to know thethings of God. ‘…no one knows the thoughtsof God except the Spirit of God.’ 1Cor.12.11There is much that must be revealed to man. 1Cor.2.12 ‘We have not received the spirit of
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the world but the Spirit who is from God,that we may understand what God hasfreely given us.’ The words we speak and come to understandare foreign to the world for they are not taughtby human wisdom. ‘That is what we speak,not in words taught us by human wisdombut in words taught by the Spirit, expressingspiritual truths in spiritual words.’ 1Cor.2.13 
1 Cor.2.14 ‘The man without the Spirit doesnot accept the things that come from theSpirit of God, for they are foolishness to himand he cannot understand them, for theyare spiritually discerned.’ Unfortunatelythose who debate the Word of God all too oftenbase all their arguments from self. The place where God speaks to us first is in ourspirits. Our spirit is the part of us through whichwe hear the voice of God. It is not throughrational processes or deduction that we arrive atwhat God is saying. We don’t arrive at theexperiential knowledge of God throughphilosophy 1Cor1.21, but through revelation bythe Holy Spirit.The gift of tongues is a tool for personal
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edification and collective exhortation throughinterpretation and not necessarily the evidenceof a Spirit filled life. The evidence is foundwhen one exhibits the fruits of the Spirit. Thegifts of the Holy Spirit are given as tools forevangelism not for our own personal exaltationor glory. 
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The Tongues for personaledification
We speak in tongues because the word says wedo not always know what to pray for. It is thisheavenly language that takes us beyond ourabilities and helps us pray. Rom. 8.26-27 ‘Inthe same way the Spirit helps us in ourweakness. We do not know what we oughtto pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedesfor us with groans that words can notexpress. And he who searches our heartsknows the mind of the Spirit, because theSpirit intercedes for the saints inaccordance with God’s will.’ The believer who prays in tongues does notutter words that come from his mind but directfrom his spirit and outwards. When thebeliever speaks in tongues he is now seekingafter the Lord who gives direction. Paul quotedthe words of the Prophet Isaiah when he said ‘Who has known the mind of the Lord…? Butwe have the mind of Christ.’ 1Cor2.16 
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One of the most powerful scriptures of OldTestament prophecy regarding tongues isfound in Isaiah 28. 11 -12 ‘Very well then,with foreign lips and strange tongues Godwill speak to this people to whom he said“this is the resting place let the weary rest’’and, “this is the place of repose” - but theywould not listen’Speaking in tongues refreshes our spirits and ourminds. The prophet Isaiah speaks of a rest thatcomes to those who accept the blessing ofspeaking in tongues. Our minds can rest whilewe speak in tongues and we can receive powerfrom God and through which affects our physicalhealth.We must remember that when we speak intongues we are declaring mysteries in thespirit. 1 Cor.14.14 yet we will always have fullcontrol of our faculties. Speaking in tongues asmentioned in the book of Acts is a foreignlanguage that may be known by others butnormally unknown to the speaker. Acts2.6‘When they heard this sound, a crowd cametogether in bewilderment, because eachone heard them speaking in his ownlanguage.’
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The power of God is at work when the believerspeaks in tongues. This means that as thebeliever speaks he sets in motion the power andwill of the Spirit. When the believer does this heedifies himself 1 Cor.14.4 ‘He who speaks in atongue edifies himself’’  This means thatspeaking in tongues builds up our spiritual life.The word edify is to enlighten, teach andimprove one’s self. The word edify in Greek is ‘oikodomeo’ which also means to charge up asone would charge a battery. What the believerdoes by speaking in tongues is actually buildhimself up. This building up or charging is ‘stirring’ up the Spirit to work in and throughyou. When this is done, the glory of the Lord isrevealed. Those who speak in tongues will tellyou how strengthened they are and howfluent and consistent they become when theythen go on to pray in their natural languageto God. The speaking in tongues sets inmotion a better and active prayer time. 
In the book of Jude we are encouraged asChristians ‘But you dear friends, buildyourselves up in your most holy faith andpray in the Holy Spirit.’ Jude 20 and 21. 
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When we speak much in tongues we aredeeply conscious that God lives in us. Itstrengthens our relationship with God whichresults in a stronger level of faith and takes usinto greater depth with God. It also helps us totrain our spirits to hear the voice of God and toknow what truth is. It also helps us to operatein the other gifts of the Holy Spirit. By speaking in tongues much and meditatingon the Word of God, waiting silently in thepresence of God, and stepping out in faith, welearn to hear and obey the voice of the HolySpiritThe book of James also makes mention of thetongue being a ‘world of evil among the partsof the body’ James 3.6 When the believerallows his spirit to communicate to Godthrough his mouth he is not easily aware ofwhat is being said because of the Spirit of Godnow at work. Just as a great forest is set onfire by a small spark so to, is the use oftongues to set forth a great fire to consumethe darkness of the enemy. One word intongues is a great force against the evil one.
We must understand that speaking in tonguescomes from the spirit of the person, who is led
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by the Spirit. However, the source of theactivity is the spirit, not the brain. ‘For anyonewho speaks in a tongue does not speak to menbut to God. Indeed, no one understands him; heutters mysteries with his spirit. (By the Spirit)’ 1Cor.14.2
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The difference between theministry of the gifts of tonguesand speaking in tongues
There is great misunderstanding within thebody of Christ regarding this subject. It is ofgreat importance that this matter be studiedbecause of its importance to the believer and tothe church corporately, but most of all thatthere will be no hindrance in work of the Lord.The more we become knowledgeable in thethings of God the less are there signs of usperishing.  The bible is clear that in the lastdays men will not put up with sound doctrineinstead they will gather around them a greatnumber of teachers to say what their itchingears want to hear. 2Tim.4.3 The result is thatwhat God has destined for us to know and betaught is restricted. Jesus said greater workswill the believer accomplish because He, (Jesus)goes to the Father interceding on our behalf andmaking it possible. We are never left alone forwe have the Holy Spirit. We are also notunequipped for this task as we have the gifts ofthe Spirit. One of those common gifts that allbelievers have is the speaking in tongues. 
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Mark16.17
The ministry of the gifts in 1 Corinthians 12 isoften misunderstood to be the same as that in Mark 16 and Acts 2
Mark 16.17.18 ‘And these signs shall followthem that believe: In my name shall theywill drive out demons; they will speak withnew tongues; they will pick up snakes withtheir hands; and when they drink deadlypoison it will not hurt them at all, they willplace their hands on sick people, and theywill get well.’ This was not a promise but areference to the church that is you and me. Ifyou are a believer and born again then this isfor you. The following is important to understand. Toall believers is given a measure of faith …..Butsome have a special gift of faith 1Cor.12.9. Weall as believers are given the ability to know thewisdom of God and that has been revealed to usby His Spirit. 1Cor.2.7 -10 yet some have aspecial ministry of wisdom through the Spirit 1Cor.12.8, all who believe may lay hands on thesick and they will be healed Mark 16.18 yet tosome are given a special ministry gift of healing 
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1Cor.12.9. Now similarly there are those whoare given this special ministry gift of speaking intongues in public whilst others do not, yet allhave the ability in them to speak in tongues. Thesame goes for prophecy. Can all men prophecy?Yes, yet some are given this special ministry giftof prophecy in public places 1Cor.12.10
The question that needs to be asked is if allbelievers pick up snake, will they not beharmed if prayed for? Yes. Does the believerneed a special gift to heal the sick if anemergency arises? No. If he has faith he will layhis hands on the sick and by faith they who aresick will be healed. These are signs that willfollow all believers. Paul was a perfect exampleof these signs. He was bitten by a snake andhealed. Acts28.3, He had demons cast out frompeople. Acts16.18, He spoke in tongues morethan all the people. 1Cor.14.18 And when heplaced his hands on the sick they were healed. Acts28 8-9 
The gifts spoken of in 1Cor 12 are the special gifts for the building of the body for theircommon good. These gifts are given to eachone of us, just as He (The Lord) determines 
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‘…….and He gives them to each one as He determines.’1Cor.12.11.And so the same must be applied for allsituations referred to here in this scripture. The believer can not afford to add norsubtract from scripture what he so desires.To suggest that all believers do not need tospeak in tongues may not be wrong but whatit suggests is that spiritual growth will stillcontinue unabated. And this is wrong. We must bear in mind that because scripturemay not at all times make reference thatbelievers spoke in tongues after being filled doesnot imply that they did not. Paul’s conversion isa great example that one may use to justify thispoint. The bible does not mention that Paulspoke in tongues after he was prayed for andfilled with the Holy Spirit yet we know that Paulspoke more in tongues than anyone else. 1Cor. 14.18 ‘I thank God that I speak intongues more than all of you.’ No where in the bible does it make reference thatit is in order for a believer not to speak in othertongues. Yet we have enough evidence inscripture that tongues are a necessary tool inour spiritual daily walk. We ought to speak intongues for the same reasons as the early
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church did. If you start with the unprovenassumption that the supernatural is not fortoday, large portions of the Scriptures becomeirrelevant, describing a God whose ways havefundamentally changed. This is a grave mistake.  All Scripture is profitable. 2Timothy 3:16Please remember Rom. 8.26-27 ‘In the sameway the Spirit helps us in our weakness. Wedo not know what we ought to pray for, butthe Spirit himself intercedes for us withgroans that words can not express. And Hewho searches our hearts knows the mind ofthe Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes forthe saints in accordance with God’s will.’ The following problems have risen in the church 1. The believer does not want to pray in tonguesfor it seems foolish to him.2. The believer is being taught that it is foolishto speak in tongues.3. The believer has not studied scripture well toknow the difference between the gifts of theSpirit as found in 1Cor12 and the outpouringof the Holy Spirit that resulted in all believers’speaking in tongues according to Acts 24. The believer desires to pray in tongues butfinds that the words do not come forth.To not want to speak in tongues is a problem
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far greater than the latter three. If you do notdesire to speak in tongues then this involvesyour stance and only God can help you here. Itis imperative that you go to God about this andhear His heart beat.  The second is a problem that must be dealtwith and rectified within the church. Paul didnot forbid the speaking of tongues. ‘Therefore,my brothers, be eager to prophesy, and do notforbid speaking in tongues.’ 1Cor.14.39 With regard to believers not knowing thedifference this can be easily explained throughscripture. In 1Cor.12.1 Paul clearly states thathe does not want the believers to be ignorant ofthe gifts. We must go back to the reason whyPaul is writing to the church at Corinthregarding these matters. Even though Paulmakes mention of these nine gifts which arenecessary for a full manifestation of the Spiritwithin the body, we do know that it wasbecause of confusion amongst the believersthat these passages of scriptures are written.The church in Corinth misunderstood themanner in which the Holy Spirit works throughindividuals, the result is that they abused theuse of spiritual gifts, apparently regardingthem as an ends in themselves particularly the
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proper public use of the gift of tongues. Itwould seem that they did not understand thatthe gifting of the Spirit was still subject to thewill of the individuals concerned. I must addhere that even though we are given insight ofwhat happened at the church in Corinth, we asthe church of today need to also take a deeperlook at how we are responding when it comesto the gifting. Are we better off? We seem to bemore stubborn to express the gifts than beingpresumptuous.
The apostle Paul uses an entire chapter tospeak about this matter. Read1.Cor.14. Itwould seem that a great portion of thebelievers at the church in Corinth werespeaking in tongues. What they did notunderstand though was that not all of them hadthe gift of tongues which was a gift given for theedification of the body that will have aninterpretation when spoken. What all of them had or should have had though was that whichis spoken of in Acts 2 that is the outpouring ofthe Holy Spirit.
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The bible is clear that all were filled and spokein tongues on the day of Pentecost. Acts2.4 Wemust remember that we have been called by Godto continue the work that Jesus did here onearth. This is done through the help of the HolySpirit. The Holy Spirit has sealed and dwells inour inner man. Eph.1.13 and 4.30. The sealingas referred to here is the same when thebelievers received the Holy Spirit when theybelieved and were baptized in the Spirit. Read Acts 19.1-6 Paul goes on to say that they werenot thinking as mature believers. ‘Brothersstop, thinking like children’. 1Cor.14.20 Themany actually speaking out aloud were actuallyprayers in the spirit were the mind isunfruitful. 1Cor.14.1 ‘For if I pray in a tongue,my spirit prays, but my mind is unfruitful.’The result was that there was no interpretationof what they were saying because what theydisplayed was not the gifting found in 1Cor12but that found to be given to all believers in thebook of Acts. In the book of Acts we know that the tonguesspoken by the believers were not known bythem who were speaking at the time yet whatthey spoke were actual languages understoodby others standing by. ‘….because each one
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heard them speak in his ownlanguage.’Acts2.6In Acts 2.1- 4 ‘ They were all together in oneplace………All of them were filled with the HolySpirit and began to speak in other tongues asthe Spirit enabled them.’ Please note that ‘All’ (emphasis mine) spoke in tongues and not justa few. This was the out pouring of the Holy Spiritwhere the Spirit now came and dwelt in thebeliever. This was the beginning of what Jesushad promised. Never before did this happen.Please note that previously and all through OldTestament the prophets of old did not have theHoly Spirit dwell in them. What we see here isthe confirmation and fulfillment of prophecy tocontinue the work of Christ on earth. John14.16 ‘I will ask the Father and He will giveyou another Counselor to be with youforever – the Spirit of truth.’ The words ‘filled’ Acts 2.4, ‘received’ Acts 8.17, ‘fellupon’ Acts 10.44, ‘been poured’ 10.45 and‘came upon’ Acts 19.6 are all the same asJesus promised when He spoke about thebaptism of the Holy Spirit in Acts 1.5In Acts 8.14 we see that the apostles heardthat the people of Samaria had received theWord of God.  These had only been baptized in
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the name of the Lord Jesus and had not yetreceived the Holy Spirit. Prior to this we knowthat these people had a conversion experienceby their water baptism. Verse 12, 16 yet by thelaying on of hands by the apostles theyreceived the fullness of the Spirit. Now what isthis power that we read of that was seen bySimon the sorcerer. There had to be sometangible evidence that Simon saw and wanted.Here is something very interesting, Peter tellsSimon ‘you have neither part nor portion inthis matter,…..’ verse 21 the Greek word for matter can also be translated as ‘utterances’  Isthis the same as was witnessed in Acts 2? ForPeter made it very clear that what the Godfearing people were asking about at that timewas the outpouring of the Holy Spirit by whatthey had seen and heard. When Peter stood upto speak in Acts 2 there is no indication at allthat the power was a demonstration of peoplebeing healed but this speaking in strangetongues. So can we therefore say that theexperience of those in Acts 8 after the laying ofhands was the speaking of tongues? Is thiswhat Simon the sorcerer wanted?  I believe it issafe to do so. Again we read in Acts 9 Paul accepts the word
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in other words he believes - ‘who are you,Lord?’Acts 9.5 There must be an element ofbelief in these very words or at least he washaving his conscience pricked. Yet the wordgoes on to say that he only received the infillingof the Holy Spirit after Ananias had prayed andlaid hands on him. Acts 9.18- 19 ‘immediately, something like scales fellfrom Saul’ eye, and he could see again. Hegot up and was baptized…’ There is nomention here that Paul spoke immediately intongues yet we do know that he spoke morethan most. 1Cor 14.8 The argument thereforeby many who use the scriptures in the book of Acts to argue the fact that all believers did notspeak in tongues because of no mention of it, isfutile. Coming back to the gifts of tongues asmentioned in 1Cor.12 Paul makes it very clearthat he who speaks in tongues before menmust know the interpretation or must be so ledby the Spirit that the speaker will know that aninterpretation is available. The very reasonbeing, that when the speaker speaks in atongue he speaks for the edification of the restof the believers present. ‘………He whoprophesies is greater than one who speaks
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in tongues unless he interprets, so that thechurch may be edified. ’ 1Cor14.5, this wouldhappen in the proper manner if the Holy Spirit is at work in him who speaks. For when itcomes to the edification of the body the one withthe gift will be led by the Spirit. Therefore therewill be an interpretation. For the Spirit will notlead one to speak if there was no one tointerpret. Right here we must also take notethat the will of the Spirit is under the control ofthe will of man and yes there are going to betimes that people are sometimes just stubbornor scared to come forward to speak and orinterpret. Christianity is dead without evangelism,without the exercising of our faith we arenothing more than dry bones. The Apostle Paulrebuked the Church at Corinth for their needfor self exaltation in placing their gift abovetheir mission, tongues were prevalent yet sowas lack of discipline and order. When theApostle Paul speaks of tongues in 1Cor.12.10we must understand that this ministry of thegifts that he is speaking of has only onemanifestation. Elsewhere in the bible it is clearthat this is for all Christians. Mark 16.17; Acts2.1-4; 10.44 – 46; 19.2-7; 1 Cor.14.5; 1Cor
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14.18; Eph. 6.18; Jude 20 In Acts 2 after the outpouring of the Holy Spiritthere rose great confusion among those whoheard these ‘strange’ sounds. These were Godfearing men, Jews from every nation underheaven. Acts2.5. what these God fearing peopleheard was not the gifting as given in 1Cor.12. ‘For all them were filled with the Holy Spiritand began to speak in other tongues as theSpirit enabled them’. The tongues spoken ofin 1Cor.12, was and is not given to all but givenas the Lord determines. As a Spirit filledbeliever you are now the living tabernacle of theLord. The Holy Spirit now dwells in you.Remember the gift of tongues spoken of in 1 Cor.14 is given in certain situations as the  HolySpirit wills and therefore we will find that in acorporate gathering not all present will have theability to exercise this special gift for edification.
Please understand that tongues are not onlyforeign languages as found in Acts 2 but canalso be a heavenly language  which is thelanguage of angels as seen in 1 Cor. 13.1  
When are believers supposed to receive thisgift in tongues?
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We need to understand that there existdifferences as to when believers receive thisgift. First of all we must know that when thebeliever receives Christ into his life he does notnecessarily receive the outpouring of the HolySpirit. They are two separate acts which canhappen simultaneously or not. Let’s look atscripture to verify this. Acts 1.5 says thefollowing ‘For John baptized with water, butin a few days you will be baptized with theHoly Spirit.’ We can clearly see from thisscripture that the believers were not yet filledwith the Spirit. Where these believers speakingin tongues? No.  Acts 1.4 ‘...but wait for the gift my Fatherpromised, which you have heard me speakabout.’ Read John 20.22 and John 3.3  Firstly we must understand that when webelieve in our hearts that Jesus is the Son ofGod sent from above to prevent the perishingof man and give us everlasting life we are thencalled to move on. This could be the baptism ofwater and the baptism of the Holy Spirit. Thesetwo are not either or but essential for thebeliever to stand in the midst of all trials. 
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Remember that the word is clear that all whobelieve and want to live a Godly life in Christwill be persecuted, in other words they shall gothrough trials. 2Tim.3.12 says ‘In fact,everyone who wants to live a godly life inChrist Jesus will be persecuted’  The wordpersecuted could also mean, one who is‘wronged’, ‘mistreated’, ill- treated or even onewho is ‘victimized’. It is important that weunderstand this. We know from scripture thatthe believers spoke in tongues immediatelyafter the Holy Spirit came upon them Acts 2.4.The bible has no indication that the ApostlePaul spoke in tongues immediately after beingfilled yet he did. 1Cor.14.18 ‘I thank God thatI speak in tongues more than all of you.’ Yetwe do know that the believers at Cornelius’house were speaking in tongues by the timePeter arrived yet were not baptized with water. Acts 10.46

How do I know this is from the Lord? 
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When the believer speaks in tongues he is notjust murmuring something foolish. Many in thebody who apply their faith initially to receive anew tongue often think so. It is important thatwhen this thought comes to us that we cancel itimmediately for this brings doubt and does notallow the flow of the Spirit. For without faith itis impossible to please the Lord. Often theenemy will lie to you that you are speakingnonsense. The believer must never allow theenemy to be the judge of that and neither mustyou. If this is not from the Lord, would not theLord bring this to your attention?  2Cor.2.12‘We have not received the spirit of the worldbut the Spirit who is from God, that we mayunderstand what God has freely given us.’ In my own experience I recall praying intongues long after my conversion and yet I hadthis nagging thought that this could not be ofthe Lord. I regret taking so long in bringing it tothe Lord. For I battled with this for many daysuntil one day I went to the Lord about this. Theanswer I received was sharp and spontaneous. It was prompted in my Spirit that when I ask forbread God will not give me a stone. Matt.7.9 That settled it and I felt such a peace that came
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over me. It has been many years since and Ihave never doubted praying in tongues eversince. There are many believers out there whoexperience the same. Do not entertain thatthought. As a child of God filled with the Spirityou will not speak a language that is not of Himif you are faithful to him. Ask and it will begiven to you. Matt.7.7Scripture says a good tree produces good fruit.If the tongues are real, you will be guided bythe Holy Spirit. Be reverent and humble withyour gift, and do not abuse the gift for selfishpurposes. Also, if you have asked sincerely,then you should expect to receive in faith whatyou have asked for. If you have acquired thetongues by an artificial means, somehow“learning” what to do, or made up somethingunder pressure of others to please them, thenthe tongues most likely will not be real. Youmust go to God about this. God will resolve this.We must ask the Lord to fill us. Remember theLord is no respecter of persons. You are sealedwith His Spirit. Some may speak immediatelywhilst others may not. The problem is neverwith the Lord but the believer. We must learnto surrender our bodies to Christ. The problemthat many have when it comes to speaking in
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tongues is surrender. Just as many have still tosurrender their lives even after salvation somust we surrender our physical flesh, in thiscase our tongues. Though there may be sinpresent I still believe for most part it is simply fear that prevents this manifestation. I am anEnglish speaking South African. I dounderstand Afrikaans well enough to reply tomy wife when she does speak in her mothertongue. Yet I would not be able to do an entireradio interview in Afrikaans unless I am trulyguided by the Holy Spirit and told to do so. So itis with speaking and praying in tongues, weneed the Holy Spirit to overcome any fear.Again we must understand that our gifts aredifferent from the manifestation of tongues forpersonal edification. If you are called to build ahouse, you may have knowledge of plumbingyet you may not have the expertise forplumbing, you may know how to lay bricks butyou may not be a qualified bricklayer, you mayhave some knowledge of glass but not that of aglazier.The argument that tongues is not for all in thebody is based mostly on emotions and personalexperiences rather than on the word of God.There is more evidence in the word of God, for 
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the speaking of tongues than against it. In factthere is no evidence from scripture thatassures a believer that it is right for him not tospeak in tongues. If this is for all believers aswe have been advocating thus far, then thosewho are not speaking and praying in tonguesmust overcome this. The tongue has a hugepurpose in the life of the believer and we cannot allow the enemy to hinder us. The promise is for you. In Acts 2:39 Peter says ‘For the promise is foryou and your children, and for all (emphasizemine) who are far off, as many as the Lordour God shall call to Himself.’We may be far off from the day of Pentecost butthe promise is for us if we are willing to believeGod has called us to Himself. What is “thepromise”? It is the gift of the Holy Spirit Acts2:38 ‘…And behold, I am sending forth thepromise of My Father upon you; but you areto stay in the city until you are clothed withpower from on high.’ (Luke 24:49). See also Acts 1:4.This is the promise recorded in Joel2:28-32 and Acts 2:17-21. “And it shall be inthe last days, God says, that I will pour forthof My Spirit upon all mankind; and your
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sons and your daughters shallprophesy………’We must have a desire to experience more inGod in order to be filled with the Spirit. Themore intense our desire, the more powerfulwill our experience with the Holy Spirit be. Weshould never give up seeking God. Faith is bornout of desire. Put your mind on Christ and getinto position to receive this gift. Ask Jesus forwhat He promised and believe. Do not pray inyour own language when desiring the gift oftongues which is for all believers. Be still andyield every bit of self to Him. Let you spirit fusewith His and He will grant you this fullness.The key is to yield to Him.
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Conclusion
Desire the gift with all your heart. This is a giftwhich is given to all for service, intercessionand prayer. It is meant to be a protected prayerlanguage to avoid attack by dark spiritualforces, which can hear prayers and form plansagainst what they hear. It is also a humbleexperience, because one is usually kept fromthe interpretation, to show the person there isso much they do not know and only God does.In prayer, the Holy Spirit helps the person prayperfectly in God’s will, so that his prayers willbe answered.There are times when the interpretation ismade known, perhaps in part or completely.This is for the edification of the person. God isreal and working today, and no one must letcynicism, or disbelief, keep them fromreceiving what God has for them. Ask in faith.Worship God. The Spirit comes as you activelypursue His presence. Do not be passive aboutit. Be patient though. The gift could comequickly, or after a time. Open your mouth andspeak in faith .Just utter sounds, to showsubmission and willingness, and allow the HolySpirit to convert these sounds into a prayer
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language. You will know the difference betweenyour own sounds, and a change to anotherlanguage that you have no control over. Praywithout ceasing.
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Prayer
Father God we come to You inhumbleness. For You know all thingsand have given a special privilege toyour sons and daughters the believersin knowing your secrets to theKingdom. One of those is the speakingand praying in tongues. May we nottake this for granted. And where wehave much to learn I pray that You willopen our spiritual eyes. Amen
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